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We have collected and collated a variety of articles in 
relation to the decease of Larayerre, and the honors con- 
ferred on, or about to be paid to, his memory, at many 

laces in the United States—but have thought it best to 
withhold them, at present, and until we have further ad- 
vices from France, except the proceedings had in con- 
gress, which will be found in their proper places. The 
president has issued his orders to the army and navy to 
honor the memory of the last of the generals of the re- 
volution—which we thought was in type until just about 
to prepare this sheet for the press, and so it must be 
postponed, 

The hall of representatives and the senate chamber are 
both clothed in mourning, in conformity with the resolu- 
tions unanimously adopted by congress in consequence of 
the death of general LarayeErre. 

We think it is very appropriate, that the senate ap- 
pointed a committee of thirteen, and the house of repre- 
sentatives a committee of twenty-four, to consider and 
report what token of affection ought to be paid to the 
memory of Larayerre. The first has reference to the 
old thirteen states, the second to the present twenty-four, 
and so links two period of time together. See the pro- 
ceeding of congress. 

On Monday last, the president sent to the senate the 
nominations of Roger B. Taney, as secretary of the 
treasury, and of Benjamin F. Butler, as attorney gene- 
ral. The first was reyected—28 to 18, and the latter con- 
firmed, on the following day. These results, we believe, 





presentative of the people, in April, 1833.* Does any 
one believe that the voters of his district would have 
elected him, lad this fact been made known to them? 
But the closeness with which the secret was kept, does 
not affect the principle on which they would have reject- 
ed him. It was a carrying out of this principle that 
caused his rejection by the senate—for the vote on his 
nomination shews that it was nota party one. Had it 
been so, the majority against him would have been nine, 
instead of one only. And we have good reasons to be- 
lieve, but for that letter his nomination would have been 
confirmed, perhaps, by a handsome majority—though 
several things had happened to render Mr. S. unpopular 
with the senate, whose right to reject is just the same as 
that of the president to nominate, and equally rests upon 
the constitution. ‘The good opinion of the president 
which induces him to nominate, not being entertained 
by the senate, may as well induce them to reject. The 
rule of action in both cases is the same. 

The Globe says—‘‘Mr. T'anev, whose nomination was 
rejected on Tuesday by the senate, but whose commission 
extended, notwithstanding, to the end of the session, re- 
signed his office on Wednesday. Mr. McClintock 
Young, the chief clerk in the department, has been ap- 
pointed acting secretary ad interim. 

The house of representatives has passed a bill regulat- 
ing deposites of public money in local banks. Of this 
bill the official **Globe”’ delicately says—*‘Its fate in the 
senate may be argued from the circumstance that a ma- 


were universally expected. The senate had already pro-| jority in that hody are the sunsects of the bank of the 


nounced its judgment on Mr. Taney, in declaring that| 
his reasons assigned for the removal of the deposites were 
insufficient, &e. 

On the same day, the nomination of Andrew Steven- 
son, as minister to England, was rejected, 23 to 22. 

The injunction of secrecy on these proceedings having 
been removed, an account of them will be found in a sub- 
sequent page. 

It is rumored that Mr. Forsyth is to be secretary of 
state, Mr. Polk secretary of the treasury, and Mr. Ben- 
ton secretary of war. 

Among the interesting articles contained in the present 
sheet, is an extract from the executive proceedings of the 
senate on the nomination of Mr. Stevenson. 

We think that this case, ‘‘take it all in all,” involves | 
the consideration of important principles—and there-| 
fore have added a review of it from the ‘‘National Intel- 
ligencer,” with an intention also to insert an argument 
on the other side, should one be presented—as no doubt 
it soon will be in the ‘*Richmond Enquirer,” if the senior 
editor of that paper has gained sufficient strength to pre- 
pare it. 

We do not believe that ‘‘corruption must [necessa- 





United States.” The house of representatives has hard- 
ly escaped a like condemnation, and, perhaps, at the next 
session, will receive it. 

The chairman of the senate’s committee on the public 
lands will continue his investigations of the subject dur- 
ing the recess of congress. ‘The deposition of Edmund 
Rowe has been published, and shall be copied by us, 
with such other parts of the report already made as may 
appear necessary. 

The senate has directed that théir committee on the 
post office shall continue the investigation of the concerns 
of that department during the recess. The house di- 
rected the appointment of a committee for that pur- 
pose, on Thursday last, on which the ‘*National Intelli- 
gencer’’ says— 

As no debate preceded or accompanied this motion, we are 
somewhat at a loss how to takeit. If this committee be in- 
tended to follow up the good work in which the senate has 
been the pioneer, it will be well. If the committee is intended 
for any other purpose, it is very certain that it will not answer 
that purpose. Nothing but full inquiry and development of the 
abuses, now admitted to exist, can satisfy the country. 


-_ 


Mr. McDuffie, who went home on account of ill 





rily] become the order of the day,” if members of con- 
gress are appointed to office—nor think it right that the 
acceptance of a place in the national legislature should 
either disqualify a person from an appointment, or pre- 
vent the president and senate from the selection and con- 
firmation of individuals supposed well fitted for other 
public employments; but,as with Mr. Ritchie, and other 
of the old republican editors, we found fault with the 
too numerous selections made by president Monroe, we 
must stand opposed to the much more numerous no- 
minations of president Jackson—the latter having pre- 
ferred more (or about as many) of these, in less than five 
years and a half, than all his predecessors had done in 
forty years. 

And besides, Mr. Stevenson’s case is a peculiar one. 





health, has returned, and is again attending the house of 
which he isa member; and two or three other gentle- 
men who were sick, have recovered, or are convalescent. 

In the evening session of the house of representatives, 
on Thursday, all the amendments to the general appro- 
priation bill, which has been so long depending, were 
disposed of satisfactorily to the two houses; and that bill 
now wants only the signature of the president to become 
a law. 

In a subsequent page we insert the yeas and nays om 
the Kentucky contested election, and on the resolution 





*If we are not much mistaken, it was charged against Mr. 
Stevenson that he had a promise of this appointment, in April, 











With Mr. Livingston’s letter of the 15th March, 1833, | 1834—but stoutly denied on the part of his friends. If so—we 


in his pocket, he was a candidate for the office of a a re- 


Vout. XLVI Sie. 21. 


shall soon have the facts. 
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from the senate «declaring the reasons of the secretary of 
the treasury, for the removal of the deposites, unsatis- 


factory and insufficient. For laying the latter on the ta- 
ble there were 114 yeas, 101 nays—deficient 26 votes, in 
which are included the speaker, and five vacancies. Of 
the 20 actually deficient votes, seven were from Virginia, 
three from Pennsylvania, &c. See page 307. 


Henry Hubbard, at present a member of the house of 
representatives, has been elected a sevator of the United 
States from New Hampshire, in the place of Samuel 
Bell, whose period of service will expire on the 3d ot 
March next. ‘The votes were, for Mr. Hubbard 127, 
Icabod Bartlett 59, Jonathan Harvey and seattering 27— 
and 17 members were absent or did not vote. 


The nomination of Thomas Flood, to be re-appointed 
register of the land office at Zanesville, in Ohio, (which 
office he had held for a term ending in March last), has 
been rejected. 


A correspondent of the New York American, under 


date Washington, July 16, said— 

In the course of the past week, Mr. Polk astonished the 
house, by reporting that the committee of ways and means, of 
which he and Mr. Cambreleng have, it is well known, complete 
control, reconmended the rejection of a bill passed by the se- 
nate, for the relief of the Romar Catholic church in St. Louis. 
The circumstance has created much sensation here. ‘The in- 
habitants of that city, it would appear, have received a pre- 
sent of a set of bells, from France, of the estimated value of 
six or seven thousand francs, [say $1,500) the duty on which 
was claimed, and a sum of $618 deposited at New Orleans with 
the collector, to wait the result of an application to congress 
to permit this importation free, which, under such circum- 
stances, Was usual. Mr. Verplanck always acted on the principle 
that all ornamental or useful articles of any kind, designed for 
PUBLIC EDiFICEs Of any kind, presented to them, as free gifts, 
were, for so much, a public benefit, and as such, ought to be 
adaiitted free of the duty on importation. 

We always thought such things were admitted free of 
duty, as a matter of course, by congress, like cases hay- 
ing frequently occurred. 

We are often amused at some of the “‘hits” made in 
eongress, ‘The two following are of recent occurrence— 

In the house of representatives, when considering an 
appropriation bill— 

Mr. Schley, of Georgia, moved to strike from the bill making 
Poy pmpw yy for public buildings, a clause appropriating 
$6, for additional furniture for the East Room (unfortunate 
apartment)! of the president’s house—but as he ascertained that 
the articles had been furnished, he withdrew the motion. Mr, 
Ewing, of Indiana, expressed some surprise that no application 
had been made for new furniture for the Kitchen. He thought 
it needed it, and would be willing to make an appropriation for 
that purpose. ; 

In the senate, when discussing an item concerning a 
documentary history of the United States, to be publish- 
ed by Peter Force and M. St. Clair Clarke, Mr. Cham- 


bers— 

In reference to something which had fallen from Mr. Hill, 
on the subject of rewarding printers, &c. said he would tell 
a story. He was once travelling over the Alleghany moun- 
tains, when he stopped at a hut, kept by a respectable old gen- 
tleman who entertained men and horses. Conversing with the 
old gentleman on the subject of rattlesnakes which abounded 
there, he (Mr. C.) made some inquiries, and gained some infor- 
mation as to their natural history. “I don’t know how they 
live,”? said the old man, “but I know how they die. There is 
an old stump a little from the hut, where an old rattlesnake 
lived for a great many years, and died at last from the pvison 
of his own venom.”’ 

In reply to which— 

Mr. i said, that the senator from Maryland had told a 
story about a rattlesnake, but he had not told the whole. The 
attention of the old man was called to the stump by the cack- 
ling ofan old goose. He had not before understuod the value 
of a cackling goose. 

Mr. Chambers, Iam likely to understand its value, as I have 
just heard it. 


In one of the transient debates in the senate concerning 
the affairs of the post office— 

Mr. Grundy asserted his opinion that the president was not 
cognizant originally, but he pledged himself that he would take 
measures to satisfy himself fully on that head, and the senate 
too, in the course of the next week! Mr. Clay said he would 
have been much better pleased if the hon. senator (Mr. Grundy] 
had, instead of giving his opinion on this subject, come for- 
ward as he might have done if it was the fact—and been au- 








thorised—and contradicted the statement that he had known of 
all this egal conduct. Mr. Grundy took oceasion to say, that 
bis opinion was not formed upon any conversation with the 
president, but was entirely from a different source, Froim 
which o! the cabinets, may | ask,’ said Mr. Clay. The sena- 
tor from Tennessee, with that tact for which he is distinguish- 
ed, parried off this interrogatory with the jocular retort, “once 
for all L tell you, [ know nothing of the persons composing the 
one the senator alludes to, and tf had it not from the other; and 
I do not desire it either; but from the frequent allusion of the 
senator from Kentucky himseif to it, | suppose he must be fa- 
miliar with them. 

[| We have heard it broadly stated that the president 
was not ‘cognizant’ of the report made to the senate 
concerning the post office, until the present week. ] 


A Washington correspondent of the New York Evening 
Post, thus writes of a speech of Mr. Sutherland: 

“Mr. Binney quailed under this reply, and remained in his 
seat, unable to answer.’? 

‘The preceding is recorded as one of the curiosities of 
the times, 

The rapid oblivion into which the ‘‘polities of the 
day” generally pass, unless registered in some work of 
easy reference, is shown from the occurrence of an inci- 
dent that we are about to state. A few days ago, a much 
valued friend ha congress, applied to us fora copy of the 
infamous ‘*East Room letter,” which originally appear- 
ed in the “Richmond Enquirer,” dated at Washington, 
Jan. 1, 1827, and addressed to the editors of that paper— 
which they said, (on the 27th April), was sent to them 
by ‘‘one of the most intelligent aud distinguished mem- 
bers of congress!”? Always wishing to answer such re- 
quests, we referred to our own work, and soon found, in 
the 37th vol. page 116, an extract from that letter, and 
which, perhaps, contains all that was said about the 
**East Room’’—but, desirous of sending the letter entire, 
we caused a search to be made for it, and some hours 
were expended in vain; and, though we have sinee over- 
hauled a full bushel of cuttings from newspapers, to as- 
sort them and reduce them into classes, we have not 
found it. 

In noting this incident, we have been led to suggest, 
that some one should publish an entire copy of that let- 
ter, and add thereto, from the official statements, the 
true amount of moneysexpended on or in or about the 
president’s house, in the four years of the last adminis- 
tration, and since, giving all the particulars—for the use 
of some of the ‘‘retrenchment” members of congress, at 
the next session, and especially the ‘‘distinguished” 
writer of the letter. 

**The Newport, Rhode Island, Mereury completed its 
seventy-sixth year on Saturday, the 14th. It was origi- 
nally started on June 12, 1758, by James, the elder bro- 
ther of Dr. Franklin. The latter was a constant contri- 
butor to its columns.” 

This must be among the oldest, probably the oldest 
still existing newspaper in the United States. Mr. Rit- 
chie, of the Richmond Enquirer, is, perhaps, the oldest 
editor (though not the oldest man), who 1s now in the 
performance of a continued line of editorial duty. Messrs, 
Gales & Seaton, of the ‘*National Intelligencer,” are 
also old editors of the same class, and much our seniors. 
We have nearly reached the end of the 25d year of the 
publication of the Jeegister, commenced by us in 1811, 
and have some desire, if such be the will of Providence, 
that we may conclude, as its editor, the 25th year, or 50th 
volume of this work. 

Speaking of editors and papers, we are reminded of a 
visit that we lately paid to the printing establishment of 
Messrs. Gales & Seaton. After the capitol and presi- 
dent’s house, it is the most interesting object in Wash- 
ington. ‘There is nothing to compare with it in Ameri- 
ca—and few more extensive and efficient in Europe. The 
whole number of persons employed in this establishment 
was 165—ineluding the bindery and folding departments, 
of whom about 35 are females, who are found very ex- 
pert and faithful in handling the paper for the power- 
presses, of which we think there are eight—viz: four 
steam presses, with a perpendicular pressure, which per- 
form beautiful work, at the rate of about 500 sheets each, 
per hour; three cylinder presses, whose operations are 
much more rapid, driven also by the steam engine, and 
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one cylinder press worked by man-power, in the turning 
a large wheel. The latter is used for the ‘National In- 
telligencer.” There are besides a large number of the 
usual hand-presses, a few of which are employed on 
small jobs, or, when there is more work than the power- 
esses, running even day aud night, can perform, in any 
desired space of time; and the cylinder presses, too, it 
may be observed, proceeding at the rate of about 2,000 
sheets an hour, instead of printing 8 octavo pages at 
onee, print 16—the paper used being made, and the types 
prepared, for that purpose. But we are not sufliciently 
acquainted with the séadistics of this splendid and well 
mavaged establishment to go into details—all the opera- 
tions in which are performed with a clock-work-like re 
gularity, and without bustle or the appearance of hurry; 
and there was a cheerfulness and attention and tidiness, 
too, in the whole, which delighted us. But we hope 
that, soon after the rising of congress, our friends may 
be induced to give a particular account of the capacity 
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mer, if desired for other or more distant operations. 
Hence the opinion entertained, and acted on, seems well 
founded—that keeping the notes of these banks at par in 
Philadelphia inercases the cireulation of them. 

Boston may be regarded as the centre of the commerce 
of New England, though Connecticut, Rhode Island and 
Vermont have large and intimate connections with New 
York. But at Boston the notes of all the banks of New 
England, solitary eases excepted, are at par, and so have 
been for several years; and we have never heard that the 
country banks, as they are generally called, suffered on 
account of it. 

The New York ‘Journal of Commerce” has an essay 
on this subject, with an extract from which we shall con- 
clude this article: 

‘The proposed arrangement ought not to be considered as a 
demand upon the country banks. T'he system as it operates in 
Boston is mutual, perfectly so. The country and city banks 
are all participants in it upon the same principles exactly. 
There is no danger that the circulation of the country banks 





and doings of their printing house, to gratify a laudable 
public curiosity, and add au interesting item to the state 
of the press in our country. 

It is not, certainly, either proper or convenient, at all 
times, to pass visiters through this great establishment— 
which, if ordinary means were used, performs the labor 
of, perhaps, three hundred persons—and, besides, the 
old laws of the ‘‘chapel,” as printing offices were called, 
are against such proceedings!—but we believe that 
Messrs. Gales & Seaton, when at leisure to wait upon 
visiters, generally feel much pleasure in receiving their 
friends and acquaintances, and in explaining to them the 
mysteries of ‘*the art preservative of all arts,” if mindful 
of FRANKLIN’S warning— 

“All you who come this curious art to see, 

“To handle any thing must cautious be; 

**,0, this advice we give to every stranger— 

Look on with welcome—but lo touch there’s danger.” 





Some excitement has been caused in New York, by 
certain projects entertained in the city concerning the 
notes of the banks in the interior, that they might be re- 
ceived and deposited at their par value; or, in other 
words, be changed from merchandise into money, with- 
out the intervention of brokers. ‘These projects are op- 
posed by many, if not most, of the interior banks, on the 
ground that they would reduce the circulation of their 
notes, on which a considerable part of their profits is 
earned, 

What may be expedient at the present moment, and 
under existing circumstances, it is difficult to determine; 
but we have no hesitation in believing that the stand taken 
on the part of the interior state banks, is not tenable on 
general principles—for the notes of like state banks, with 
solitary exceptions, until very recently, were money in Bos- 
ton, Baltimore, Richmond and Charleston, respectively 
—and partially so at New York and Philadelphia; and it 
has never appeared to us that those state banks which 
kept up the par value of their notes at the chief seats of 
the commerce of their neighborhoods, were less profita- 
ble to their stockholders than others; and, as those who 
pursued that policy less frequently failed or became em- 
barrassed than others, the jrublic confidence gained ope- 
rated powerfully in their favor. 

We shall offer two examples—and many more almost 
equally striking might be adduced, but these will be suf- 
ficient for demonstrating the true principles of a paper 
currency. The old bank of Delaware, at Wilmington, 
and the bank of Chester county, at West Chester, Pa. 
are, probably, the richest and strongest banks in the U. 
States, regard being had to their capitals, and their an- 
nual dividends and surplus profits, have seldom, if ever, 
been rivalled—never execlicd, for a period of years. 
Philadelphia is the centre of the commerce of Delaware 
and of Chester county, and the banks named (except dur- 
ing the suspension of specie payments during the war), 
have always kept their notesat par in Philadelphia, where 
they are reeeived with the same freedom, in all matters 
of business, as the issues of the banks of that city. The 
consequence is, that all persons, and in all places, who 
have dealings in Philadelphia, as confidently receive and 
hold the notes of these banks as those of the bank of 
/Vorth America, ov of the bank of the United States, 





either of which latter may be easily obtained for the for- 


Will in the aggregate be greatly diminished. Those which con- 
centrate in Boston, have quite as much circulation as is heal- 
thy. Their condition by the last returns respectively was as 
follows: 

Banks. Capital, Loans. Specie. Circulation. 
In Maine $2,727,000 $4,157,576 $108,403 $1,303,671 
In N. Hampshire 2,271,308 3,390,826 1,238,643 
In Boston 16,401,250 ) - 

647,618  2,823.617 
iss >» é 5D ~ ’ . y ce 
In Ma: s. out of 11,835,000 ‘ 15,261,003 274,601 5,005,493 


Joston 
In R. Island 7,438.848 9,191,846 403,696 1,264,394 
In Connecticut 5,708,015 = 7,480,275 2,557 227 

‘By this statement it appears, that the banks in Maine, New 
Hampshire, Connecticutand Massachusetts out of Boston, have 
a circulation of about half the amount of their capitals respec- 
tively, while the circulation of the Boston banks is only equal 
to one sixth of their capital. The proportion of circulation to 
specie, is in Maine as 12 to 1, and in Massachusetts, out of Bos- 
ton, as 18 to 1, while in Boston itis butas 4 tel. The propor- 
tions in Rhode Island do not appear to correspond with those 
any where else.”? 

A New York paper says— 

Of the nine or ten banks incorporated by the legislature of this 
state at the Jast session, books of subscription for the stock of 


five, including the Phoenix bank of this city, whose capital was 


increased from $500,000 to $1,500,000, have been opened, with 
the following results: 








Banks. Where. Stock offered. Am’t of bids. 
Phoenix bank New York $1,000,000 3,146,925 
Lafayette do. do. 500,000 1,849,000 
Commercial do. do. 500,000 1,296,150 
Albany city do, Albany 500,000 1,142,900 
Orleans Co. do. Albion 200,000 680,200 

Total $2,700,000 $8,115,175 


Or in other words, taking the five banks in the aggregate, three 
times the amount of stock was bid for, which there was to be 
sold. Phoenix bank stock, for which $106 per cent. was paid, 
is now selling at $111. Commercial bank, $103 for $100 paid. 
Stocks of the other banks have not yet been in the market. 

These great subscriptions would shew a superabun- 
dance of money—but the amount taken by individuals, 
on which an instalment only is paid, is larger than they 
expected to have assigned them, and variously inereased 
that, in the division of the stock, they might obtam some 
certain desired number of shares. 

The U. S. Telegraph of the 20th instant, says— 

The secretary of the senate, in compliance with a resolution 
of the 9th instant, present statements made up to the 18th inst. 
showing the aggregate numbers of all who have presented pe- 
titions, memorials, &c. for or against the executive measure of 
removing the public deposites. We give the result of inqury:— 
For restoration of the deposites to the bank of the rma 

States ’ 
For restoration of the depositesand recharter of the bank 63,103 
For the recharter of the bank 16, 
For adopting such measures as will give relief : 23,248 
Agaist restoring the deposites and against rechartering 

the bank 17,027 

The ‘London Times” of the 8th May says— : 

“Since the fate of this establishment [the bank of the United 
States] is sealed by the sole fiat of the president, it bas been 
thonght necessary in some of the states to come to the assist- 
ance of public credit by authorising state loans.”? } 

That is, in the economics of the day—that money 1s to 
be borrowed on paper, and to be loaned on eee 
though all who do business on borrowed capitals ‘ ought 
to break,” and a specie currency is the only one that 


ought to be tolerated! 
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The *‘Globe” of Tuesday last, speaking of the ‘‘gold 
bills” says— 

The important bills, one to raise the value of domestic gold, 
atid the other to raise the value of foreign gold, were received 


in the senate yesterday, read twice by unanimous consent, and 
referred to the committee on finance. 


The effect of these bills will be to raise gold 63 per cent. on 
its legal value; but not that much on its market value, which is 
now two or three per cent. above the legal value. The foreign 
bill applies to the gold coins of Great Britain, France, Spain, 
Portugal, Mexico, Brazil and Colombia. Alli these coins are to 
pass by weight, at 63 per cent. advance upon their former legal 
value. The acts are to take effect from the 3ist day of July, 
after which time, the coms, both foreign and domestic, will be 
Jegal tenders at the advanced rates. This date was fixed to 
give the community time to prepare for the change; but, in 
point of fact, the coins will all begin to circulate, by common 
consent, from the day of the passage of the bills. 

The readers of the Register know that we have long 
been advocates for reducing our own arbitrary value of 
gold, as compared with that of silver, so that the curreney, 
as measured by either, might be placed upon a more ge- 
nerally acknowledged standard of equalized value—as 
well as that we were in favor of giving to the pound ster- 
ling, as measured by gold, its actual value when measur- 
ed by silver. The latter was accomplished with suffi- 
cient nearness in the tariff bill of 1832—and it is rested 
upon the principle now contended for, but without any 
hurrah being made about it. We wished to get rid of 
the ‘‘filthy dowlass” used in the manufacture of bank 
notes of a less denomination than five dollars—to do 
which a gold currency is most convenient and easy; 
but we doubt whether the proposed advance on the legal 
value of gold is not so high as to cause future embarrass- 
ments as to the legal value of silver, and so **make a 
jump out of the frying pan into the fire.’’ One per cent. 
under the ‘‘market value” of gold is the maximum of 
what we consider prudent, on the present occasion. It 
is enough to keep our gold at home, for common use, 
when exchanges are at fair rates; and further than this, 
all regulations of the value of metals are mischievous, 
and will recoil on the heads of the makers of them—else 
ie ~ aa is not philosophy teaching by example.” 

The legal value of coins should not be changed with- 
out much close observation and serious investigation; and 
the senate, we hope, will rather refuse to pass the bill 
than risk the necessity of other changes of such value of 
them, much as we desire the circulation of American 

old coins—the material for which appears quite abun- 

ant in the United States, under wholesome regulations. 

The N. Y. Journal of Commerce, speaking of the 
*coin bills”? says— 

The first which has passed both houses, makes the dollars of 


Spain, Mexico and the South American states legal, at the 
same value with our own dollars. 


They are, in fact, a little more valuable, as they contain a lit- 
tle more silver. It also makes the five france pieces of France, 
legal at 93 cents each. This law is to remain in foree for two 
years, and is little else than the resuscitation of a former law 
which had expired. 

The second bill relates to the gold coins of the United States, 
and changes their weight as compared with silver from fifteen 
to one, the present standard, to sizteen to one; in other words, 
raising the comparative value of gold about six anda half per 
cent. An eagle will upon the basis of the bill contain no more 
gold than has been valued at $9 35. In other words, 65 cents 
worth of gold will be deducted from its weight and value, and 
it will yet be legal, at ten dollars. 

The third bill relates to foreign gold coins, and makes them 


legal, according to their real value, by the same standard with 
our own. 


—_--- 


Do.iars. By an assay made at the mint in England, it ap- 
pears that the Patriot dollars, as they are sometimes called, are 
*‘in every respect as valuable, or rather better in weight and 
fineness, than the dollars coined in Mexico before the sepata- 
tion of that country from Spain, and commonly known under 
the “‘pillared dollars,’? and the government had directed that in 
future these coins shall be received ‘‘in the negotiation of bills 
and otherwise in the commissariat department, and in all pay- 
ments to the army and navy,’’ the same as other foreign coins, 
and at the same value as the old Spanish pillared dollars. 


There is a homely, but very expressive, saying—*“‘It is 
not worth while to ery over spilt milk.” And, acting on 
this maxim, we have not latterly said much about the ex- 
petiency of additional protection to the national industry; 
and besides, in the present arrest of enterprize and wreck 
of business, the people seem to have enough to do in an 


instant preservation of themselves. The time may come, 





sea 


hw 


however, when the importance of such protection will 
again manifest itself—and lead us, at least, into a due 
regard for vn oom. | in our dealings with other nations, 

in the mean time, however, it is our duty to insist that 
the terms of the ‘‘compromise,” as it has been called, 
shall be duly observed—and that the amount of protec. 
tion intended to be given, or retained, shall be afforded, 
From various circumstances, it could hardly have been 
expeeted that a revision of the tariff laws should take 
place at the present session of congress—we mean with a 
sole view to enforee a just construction of these laws; but 
we entertain a hope that they may be considered at the 
next meeting of congress, and are confident that a large 
majority in both houses will agree to the passage of an 
explanatory act which shall prevent decisions like the 
following: 

A New York paper contains the report of a law case, which 
may be interesting to a portion of this community. It was an 
action to recover the amount of a bond passed by the defend- 
autto the collector for 750 dollars, being the duty claimed at 
three cents per lb. on iron stays or studs, and links, imported 
by the defendant, but which he contended was iHlegal, and 
should have been but one cent per lb. on the stays as casting of 
iron not otherwise specified, and that the links should have 
been admitted duty free as a non enumerated article, or at 
most that they were only subject to a duty of 25 per cent. ad 
valorem as a manufacture ofiron. The collector claimed duty 


on both articles as parts of iron chains, partly manufactured, 
and as such subject to three cents per Ib. 


Verdict. That the links were subject only to a duty of 25 
per cent. ad valorem as a manufacture of iron, and the studs to 
one cent. pertb. as castings of iron not otherwise specified. 


This verdict reduces the amount of duty claimed by the collec- 
tor nearly 75 per cent. 


For the United States, Mr. Price, the district attorney, and 
Mr. Philip Hamilton. 


For the defendant, Messrs. Charles Walker and D. Prestcott 
Hall. 


The Fardowns and Corkonians have entered into a 
treaty of peace to respect the laws of the United States! 
after further harrassings of our people, and additional 
outrages upon one another.* It is stated that another 
man was murdered on Tuesday, and several shantees 
fired—the women and children dispersed, and the beds, 
&e. destroyed. Such people must be clearly convinced 
that proceedings like these will not be permitted—in 
this ‘‘land of liberty.”” A mistaken humanity has caus- 
ed the death of several persons. 

The Irish employed on the Chenango canal, New York, 
were also, recently, in a state of riot—assaulting indivi- 


duals and destroying dwellings; and were put down by 
the presence of a military force. 


—— 


An editor in Kentucky requests the appr gers to issue 
a writ of feri facias against the bank of the United 
States! This is ‘*going the whole” in stupidity. 





An appalling catastrophe has happened at Louisville, 
Ky. as related in the following letter: 

Louisville, June 12th. A shocking occurrence took place 
here last week. A Mr. C. married Miss Buckner last week, a 
beautiful and interesting woman, of one of our most respectable 
families. On that evening Mrs. Buckner (the mother of the 
bride) had a large quantity of custard made and sent to the 
houses of her married children. On Sunday Mrs, Foster (her 
daughter) was taken ill, and died in afew hours. While the 
company was assembling for her funeral, a daughter of her’s 
became suddenly il, and the funeral was postponed, that both 
might be buried together. Before this took place, Mrs. Buck- 
ner died; and, one after the other, eight have died, and nite 
more are dangerously ill. 

Poison having been suspected, the servants are all in prison, 
but there is no evidence, external or internal, to prove the 
eharge. The contents of the stomach show no appearance of 
poison. The symptoms in all resemble those of Asiatic cholera 
—yet no one else in town has been attacked, and not one of 
that devoted family who avoided the custard. All who ate of 
it have died or are ill. The physicians and magistrates are all 
in alarm and bustle, and no two people seem to agree in opi- 
nion us to the true cause of this melancholy visitation. 

We have no speculations to offer on the awful facts 
presented. We have no information that the cholera 
prevails in Louisville—and believe that it does not; but 
some venture an opinion that a predisposition to the dis- 
ease existed, which some peculiar property in the cus- 





*They also attacked an American laborer and left him for dead 


—they may have mistaken him for one of their own dear coun- 
trymen. 
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tard gave immediate action. If there was no poison in 
it—such seems a reasonable solution of this mysterious 
visitation. 

There does appear to be an over-ruling ProvipENce, 
which rewards or punishes persons even in this world. 
Some years ago, several citizens of Baltimore were sus- 

cted of being engaged in the African slave trade. 

hat became of them, and where are they? Every one 
that we heard named as concerned in that trade, became 
a bankrupt—an utter bankrupt, as well in reputation as 
in money matters, and those who yet live have not re- 
gained an atom of character since, nor returned into that 
class of society to which they once belonged. 

Thus it has been with great dealers and jobbers in false 
stocks—the herd of gambling speculators, every where, 
though not with such a general overthrow. Many of 
them are beggars, though they once rode in their own 
coaches—and others, who counted by hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars, may need 25 cents to purchase bread. 
One of this herd, Malapar, of New York ‘Marble 
bank”? memory, in extreme distress, lately applied at 


the police office in that city, and was admitted to an asy- 
Jum in the poor house! 


— 


A number of persons have been arrested in Maine, as 
being engaged in the manufacture of counterfeit half dol- 
lars, on a large scale. One of these is a postmaster, and 
another a deputy sheriff! The dies and apparatus of 
the rogues were also seized. 


There has been a great deal of forgery and robbing of 
banks at New Orleans—and in exceedingly large amounts. 
One person coneerned has killed himself—to avoid the 


visitations of conscience. But just after that event was 
known— 


“Jacques Gandouin, ‘says the New Orleans Courier of the 
6th instant), the porter of the Canal and Banking company, 
robbed the bank yesterday afternoon of about $41,000. It is 
supposed that he took paasage in the schooner Creole for Tam 
pico. Five thousand dollars have been offered for his appre 
hension.”? 


This person has been caught and nearly all the money 
recovered. 


ss 


The Danville and Pottsville rail road company, not 
being able to dispose of their loan, (guarantied by the 
state of Pennsylvania), have obtained a temporary relief 
of 50,000 dollars from the bank of the United States. 


The following notices a very important improvement 
in the navigation of canals. We have long thought that 
steam power would supercede that of horses: 

The western division of the Pennsylvania canal has been na- 
vigated by steam! Last week a steam canal boat (Adeline) 
came up from Pittsburgh, and went on to Johnstown. She re- 
turned on Sunday morning with a load of 40,000 Ibs. of blooms 
passing this place very handsomely at the rate of rather more 
than three miles an hour, and making less wave in the water 
than a boat drawn by horses. She is propelled by means ofa 
fixture of peculiar construction, which works in a recess of the 
stern entirely under water. The enterprise of the proprietors is 
worthy of commendation, as wellas the hope that it may prove 
profitable to them. [ Beaver Argus. 

The ‘‘Journal of Commerce”’ says— 

“The Silas Richards, it will be seen, brings very few goods. 
All the ships are returning nearly empty. If they continue to 
do so, the quantity of goods on sale this fall will be very small 
indeed, for we do not learn that the stocks held over, are in ge- 


neral very large; though in some articles at least, considerably 
larger than usaal.”? 


—< 


James Dunlop, esq. of Chambersburgh, Pa. has writ- 
ten a letter to the editor of the ‘‘National Gazette,” in 
which he expresses a decided opinion that Mr. John Mc- 
Clintie, of that place, has invented a mode of preventing 
the explosion of steam boilers, not only in preventing 
“the excessive generation of steam, arising from defi- 
ciency of water and over heated boilers, but at the same 
time provide the means of obviating the disastrous effects 
of elastic fluids when suddenly and unexpectedly pro- 
duced.” 

The machinery is said to be simple, and will soon be 
submitted to the scrutiny of scientific men. 








—_—_ 


From our personal knowledge of Mr. Dunlop, we 
have reason to hope that an important discovery has been 
made, which will, in due time, be proclaimed, 


—— 





A few persons in the north are seeking distinetion by 
certain indiscreet proceedings, to say the least of them, 
concerning the abolition of slavery—and they obtain it, 
in the frequent and uncalled for notices which are taken 
of those proceedings. ‘* Let them alone!” 

A certain rev. Samuel H. Coa, lately preached an 
abolition sermon in New York, in which he said that 
“Jesus Christ was a colored man.” This produced a 
good deal of feeling, and Mr. Cox comes out to vindicate 
himself. He speaks of ‘‘our overweaning prejudice in 
favor of the European complexion, and against all 
others,” and reasserts, that the Saviour was, ‘‘in the or- 
dinary acceptation of the term, a colored man,” having 
been an Asiatic; and adds the following note in support 
of his position: 

Dr. Good follows many other great writers in the quintuple 


division and classification of the human species; as follows, 
the race 


EUROPEAN OR CAUCASSIAN, 
‘ AsiaTic oR MONGOLIAN, 
AMERICAN ABORIGINAL, 
AFRICAN OR ETHIOPIAN, 
AUSTRALIAN OR Matay. 
Gmelin has pursued the same general divisions, but has 
merely distinguished the respective races; and accordingly his 
five classifications are the white, brown, copper colored or red, 


black, and tawny man. The Asiatics, according to Gmelin, are 
“brown.”? 


Of this, as the second variety, says Dr. Good: 

The color of the Astatic or MONGOLIAN, the BROWN MAN, of 
Gmelin, is yellowish brown or olive, with searcely ever an ap- 
pearance of red in the cheeks, which seems to be confined to 
the European variety.’ 

The people of every color (and it is well that it is so), 
are prejudiced in favor of their own. We paint ‘Auld 
Cloutie” black—the Ethiopian says that he is white. 
We call our Indians ‘*eopper skins,”’ and they speak of 
us, with contempt, as ‘pale faces’—and so on. All are 
prejudiced. The most thorough-going abolitionist will 
not agree to marry his son or his daughter to a negro— 
for, if even himself so full of zeal as to entertain no per- 
sonal objection to such a connexion, he has too much re- 
spect for the prejudices of the people, at large, to permit 
it; and we think that Mr. Cox ought to have acted on 
this principle, even if eapable of peneng that ‘‘Jesus 
Christ was a colored man”—recolleeting also, that ‘the 
ordinary acceptation of the term, a colored man,” in the 
United States, at least, has reference to those of the Af- 
rican race, and not to the Asiatic or American. 

A great fire lately happened in Germantown, Penn. 
In one hour and fifteen minutes, after it was discovered 
in Philadelphia, distant sia miles, 5 engine companies, 
and 8 hose companies, with their apparatus, were on the 
spot, ready for action. The Philadelphia firemen pre- 
sent on this occasion, were between four and five hundred. 
It was in the dead hour of the night, and they dragged 
their own engines and hoses. This wonderful per- 
formance well deserves a record, that it may be imitat- 
ed. The disinterested service, enterprise and persever- 
ance of this useful class in our chief cities and towns, has 
never been properly appreciated. Their zeal, it is true, 
sometimes leads them into extravagancies. We recol- 
lect an instance, in Baltimore, when a party of firemen, 
with their apparatus, proceeded four or five miles into the 
country, to put out the most beautiful and brilliant Au- 
rora Borealis that we ever saw, supposing the light to 
have been caused, by the burning of one of the large fac- 
tories located north of us! But such things are easily 
excused in the motive that prompts them. 

The following notices of an accident that happened on 
the rail road near Philadelphia are chiefly inserted, that 
the facts stated may be the more extensively made kuown, 
and guarded against, in fature— ‘ 

The “United States Gazette”? says—Two of the Union rail 
road cars, of the Union linc company, were, on Friday morning, 


(13th inst.), attached toa train of burthen ears, to ascent the 
inclined plane, on the west side of the Schuylkill bridge. When 





they had nearly arrived at the summit, the coupling of the buar- 
then cars gave way, by which accident one of the laden cars, 
with the two containing passengers, were forced down the 
plane, with an impetus that is beyond description, When with 
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in a few rods of the bridge, the train came in contact with a 
burthen car Joaded with sand; the shock was tremendous; the 
pleasure cars rose in the air, and came down in atoms; the pas- 
sengers were thrown in diflerent directions; and, what is most 
remarkable, all escaped with their lives, and none dangerously 
dujured, though several were bruised, and one gentleman had 
his arm fractured. The four individuals who were injured, are 
atthe Penusylvania hospital, and are dving well. 


Another paper says—We have been requested by one of the 
engineers on the Philadelphia and Columbia rail road, to copy 
the following paragraph relative to the melancholy accident that 
occurred on the inclined plane a few days ago: 


In reference to the lamentable accident which happened on 
Friday, on the inclined plane of the Columbia rail road, it is 
proper to mention that the rapid descent of the cars was not oc- 
casioned by the breaking of the rope, but by the giving way of 
the connecting iron between two of the cars. ‘I'he cars, it 
seems, were not attached in the manner that they should have 
been, by being fastened to the rope, which, we are told, is sufli- 
ciently strong to carry up almost any weight. As soon as the 
accident happened the persons in attendance, no doubt much 
terrified by the threatening danger, jumped off the cars, instead 
of applying the break, which would have arrested their progress, 
and prevented any serious Consequences. 


The ‘‘Baltimore Gazette,’ with reference to the preceding, 
observes—It appears by an article which we insert to-day, from 
the Philadelphia United States Gazette, that a very serious ac- 
cident has oceurred on the Columbia rail road, by which the 
Jives of a number of passengers have been put.in very great 
peril. 

It would seem that this affair is the effect of a most culpable 
negligence on the part of the conductors of the business on that 
road, Weare led to this conclusion from the account, as we 
find it stated, of the circumstances, and are confirmed in the 
opinion from the fact, that although the planes on the Baltimore 
and Ohio rail road, at Parr ridge, are regularly passed four times 
within every 24 hours by trains of passenger cars, two of which 
passages are performed in the night, and although these planes 
extend over a distance cf four miles, and are elevated about 400 
feet high, yet, so far, not one accident has occurred to any pas- 
senger or passenger car while crossing them. 

It may be further remarked, that notwithstanding more than 
eighty thousand passengers annually travel this rail way, no se- 
rious injury has been sustained by a single individual of them 
from any accident on the road. 

We are happy to add that no loss of life has followed 
this accident—nor has any permanent injury been inflict- 
ed. Had those who had charge of the cars performed 
their duty, we think that the defect of the fastenings 
might have been corrected by the **breaks.”” The writer 
of this was once descending the inclined plane, No. 3, on 
the Baltimore and Ohio rail road, in a very heavily load- 
ed car, at the rate of not less than 10, and, perhaps, fully 
12 miles an hour, (being nearly at the foot of it), when 
the horse fell—and, though the hind feet of the horse 
were yet lying on one of the rails, when he and others 
got out of the [stopped] car to assist in putting things to 


rights—such had been the resolution and promptitude of 


the driver and his assistant, and the power of the “breaks” 
used by them, that the horse, though exceedingly frigh- 
tened, had not received the least discoverable injury, and 

roceeded to his resting place as though nothing had 
happened. 


Since the preceding was prepared, we notice the fol- 
lowing from the Evensbury (Penn.) Spy— 


It becomes our melancholy duty to record three disastrous 
deaths which have occurred on the Portage rail road. On Sa- 
turday last a car broke loose at the head of plane No. 1, and de- 
scending with inconceivable velocity, struck against and broke 
one of the posts of the shed at the foot of the plane. A respee- 
table strunger, the only person in the car, was thrown, by the 
violence of the concussion, a distance of sizly feet, upon a slope 
wall, from which he rolled into the Conemaugh. He was im- 
mediately taken out. Life was not extinet, but his skull was 
fractured and his body much bruised. Medical aid was procur- 
ed as soon as practicable, and every attention given to relieve 
his suffering, but in vain. He languished ina state of stupor 
until Sunday evening, when his life ceased. 


On Monday last, Mr. Michael Gallan of Summerhill township 
in this county, was sitting on the front part of a train of ears, 
in company with Messrs. John Hammond, Thomas Pipes and 
—— Layton, the captain of the cars. In the attempt to gain 
the centre post between the turn outs near plane No. 3, the 
train came in violent contact with another approaching from 
the opposite direction. As soon as the danger was perceived, 
all, except Mr. Gillan, leaped from the car. He, not possess- 
ing equal presence of mind, continued in his seat. When the 
cars met he was crushed between them and instantly killed. 
Mr. Gillan has left four smal! children to mourn the unfortunate 
death of the last of their parents, their mother having died only 
a few weeks since. 














On the same day, a woman said to be of the name of Mona 
han, was killed by a car passing over her at plane No, 10. 

All these things are the result of eriminal careless- 
ness, and ought to be punished, or are the effect of foo!- 
hardiness, which sometimes meets with its own reward. 

When a fatal accident, however, happens cn board a 
steamboat or on a rail road, every body hears of it, and 
it is repeated over and over again—but if persons are 
killed in any of the old fashioned conveyances, the fact is 
mentioned, and soon forgotten asa thing that must be 
expected to happen—now and then. Millions of persons 
have travelled in steamboats on the waters of the Chesa- 
peake, but we believe that not more than four passengers 
have lost their lives by accidents to them. And we see 
it stated in an English paper, that out of 1,369,000 per- 
sons who have travelled by the Liverpool and Manches- 
ter rail road, one passenger only has been hurt! 

Died on the 23d ult. in Davidson county, (Tenn.) at 
his residence in Jones’ Bend, Mr. Jexander Donelson, 
sen. aged 85 years. ‘The deceased was the eldest brother 
of the late Mrs, Jackson, wife of general Jackson, and 
the last but one of the numerous family of children of 
col. John Donelson, sen. one of the pioneers of the west, 
who emigrated to ‘Tennessee as early as the year 1780, 
The deceased was an honest man and virtuous citizen. 
He was esteemed and respected by all who knew him. 

[ Banner. 

The following awful account of what recently happen- 
ed at Lyons deserves record, and may serve as a caution, 
to all who are unwilling or unable to ‘look on blood 
and carnage with composure.” It is from the Journal 
des Debats. 

Lyons, April 13, 1 o’clock, P. M. This is the fifth day of our 
sorrows. Since Wednesday the noise of the cannon and the 
musquetry has never ceased. The Croix Rousse was reduced 
on Thursday, the Guillotiere on Friday, and yesterday the 
quarter of the Cordeliers, the head quarters of the insurrection, 


was taken by assault, but the quarters of the Grand Cote and 
of St. Just still hold out. 

[ visited the interior of the town this morning. What a 
frightful spectacle! I have seen houses burnt, others leveled 
by cannon balls. Upon the place St. Come all the shutters and 
doors of the magazine are broken to pieces. The alley of 
Arque is sacked. The houses from which the soldiers were 
fired upon have suffered greatly, and their inhabitants have 
been put to the sword! I have neither strength nor time to 
enter into details, which you will learn too soon. Never did 
foreign invasion, never did a seige itself, produce so many hor- 
rors of any kind. 

Ve hope that we touch the end of this frightful drama. God 
grant that we may not deceive ourselves. 

No republican of any note has appeared at the head of the 
insurgents. The only thing certain is the damage which 
probably amounts to 50,000,000 franes in property of every kind. 


The London Court Journal, of the 5th ult. contains an 
article entitled— Memoranda and recollections relative to 
America. Its spirit and tenor may be judged of by the 
following complimentary introduction! 

“The temper and manner of the Americans are not suited to 
those of our countrymen; they are narrow minded and low 
bred; they show no generosity, nor boldness of mind, nor that 
patriotic spirit of love to the country whieh is natural to us, 
who are indigenous to a soil, and descended from long lines of 
ancestors, from which we have inherited national attachment 
and family pride. ‘They trace no such ancestry. Every man 
is for himself. They are colonists. All emigrated from this 
country; some even as convicts; adventurers—all unconnected 
with each other. Few, if any, are in the rank of gentlemen, or 
have had a liberal or classical education. All religions are to- 
lerated among them, from which a liberal turn of mind might 
be expected; but, on the contrary, they are pedantic and caus- 
tic. Most of them are Presbyterians or Quakers—sly, severe 
and enthusiastic, yet mostly self-interested. They have a ge- 
neral apprehension that they are despised by this country, and 
they are sensible of having been oppressed and insulted; for 
which they retain an implacable resentment.” 


——s 


The project of opening a regular intercourse, by 
steam, between England and India, by way of the Medi- 
terranean to a point on the Nile, thence by land to Suez, 
and down the Red Sea, &e. to Bombay, is again much 
spoken of. The journey might be made in a little over 
forty days, including all necessary stoppages. 


Different islands in the British West Indies appear to 


be very differently situated, as to the emancipation of the 
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slaves, Whieh is about to be commenced under the laws 
lately passed. In some the whites seem indifferent, in 
others they are ‘‘setting their affairs in order,” for re- 
moval, and in some much fear exists for their personal 
safety. 





List oF BRITISH PREMIERS. The following list of the dif- 
ferent British prime ministers during the reigns of George third, 
George foarth, and William fourth, are interesting, as showing 
the comparative duration of the various administrations: — 


Duke OF Newcastle ........cccccccccccccccves ..6th April 1754 
pe PP TET Tee eee eet Tee ey 29th May 1762 
George Grenville (father of the present lord).... 16th April 1763 
Marquis of Rockingham................... .... 12th July 1765 
CG Manabe sd beecccce spéeese adeeee .. 2d August 1766 
Lord North (afterwards earl of Guilford)........ 28th Jan. 1770 
Marquis of Rockingham................. ..-.. 30th March 1782 
BBTT OT GO TRIIS 6 oo cere ccc cctcccescccce 30th July 1782 
Duke of Portland................. TTTTY i ceuewe 5th April 1783 
William Pitt.........65. GTA cébwebtatahecdactes 27th Dee. 1783 
Henry Addington (now viscount Sidmouth)...17th Mareh 1801 
William Pitt reappointed......... 00.00.00 ceeees 12th May 1804 
ES OTTO Bobo ns Sicbccsicese WTTTEETitity 8th Jan. 1806 
IG bas Cass Caede vse teceeads 30th March 1807 
Spencer Perceval........ccecccyeceee covveeses cad June 1810 
Earl of Liverpoul...........cceee: TreTeTiiiiii: -. .¥ | 
George Canning........0eeeeceees cvecccccccste tee Apr 687 
Viscount Goderich.... ccccccccccsccccsvecccess IUth Aug. 1827 
Duke of Weillington.........cccsecssvcccccseees Lith Jan. 1828 
PT Seo od bh os 6 cesocedc tse peau vbieut’s oeeee 22d Nov. 1830 


Calculating from this list, it would appear that the average 
duration of a ministry is about eight years. 

LAURENS STREET, New York. In the board of assistant al- 
dermen, Mr. T'allmadge, president pro tem, offered a resolution 
in relation to this noted street, prefaced with explanatory re- 
marks, which we take from the Gazette. 

It was well known, said Mr. 'T’. that the corporation have no 
control over that partof Laurens street, between Canal and 
Spring st. which is private property, and consequently it has be- 
come a great nuisance. The street is very much broken up, and 
abounds with filthy pools of stagnant water, and heaps of gar- 
bage and offals, constantly undergoing fermentation. It was 
also tenanted in a manner very prejudicial to the health of the 
neighborhood. He had been called to that quarter in his offi- 
cial capacity to quell a riot, and also as a health warden, and 
had been at the pains to investigate the condition of the inhabit 
ants. House No. 33, he had found inhabited by twenty one 
whites, and ninety-six blacks, and ina small building in the 
rear by 10 blacks—the next house contained 30 whites and sig- 
teen blacks, the rear 15 blacks—the next in order was inhabited 
by 45 whites and 42 blacks, and the ten houses adjoining each 
other, commencing with No. 33, he had found to be inhabited 
by no less than 280 whites and 173 blacks, being in all 403, and 
an average of 45 persons in each house. He thought the street 
should either be ceded to the corporation or closed. Mr. ‘Tall 
madge then offered a resolution, that the subject be referred to 
a law committee, to report on the power of the corporation 
and the proper course to pursue, which was adopted. 





New Ecunora, Ga., March 23, 1834. Gentlemen: We have 
the misfortune to inform you of the loss of a very valuable 
citizen, to this part of the country, particularly at this time. Mr. 
Eli Hicks, son of William Hicks, formerly one of the Cherokee 
chiefs, was shot by some out-lying savages, on Tuesday evening, 
the llth of this instant. There are a considerable number of In- 
dians that live by theft aitogether, and remain camped out all 
the time, in unfrequented swamps and mountains, with their ill- 
gotten property. Mr. Hicks has been a vigilant hand to ferret 
Out these violators of the laws, and bring them to justice, and 
has stood asa shield and protector to the white population in 
this part of the country, ever ready in lending them his assist- 
ance in recovering their stole property. Mr. Hicks was an ad- 
vocate for the removal of the Cherokees west of the Mississip- 
pi—he advocated and aided the policy of Georgia, In fact, he 
was an intelligent white man in principle and policy, and this 
brought him into disrepute with these outlaws. About the 10th 
of this month, a smoke-house, the property of a white man was 
broken open and rebbed; Mr. Hicks, as was usual on such occa- 
sions was called on to apprehend the robbers; he ascertained 
that they were camped in aswamp in the bend of the Oosta- 
naullee river, about twelve miles below this place. In compa- 
ny with two other men without arms, (as was usual for bim,) 
he went upon them; when within a short distance, they fired 
upon him and shot him through the abdomen. He lived two 
days and expired. We have since learned, that about six of 
these outlaws have got together, blacked themselves, and threa- 
ten to kill several others, myself among them. I would add, 
that these were the same Indians who broke my store on the 3d 
of November last, and were released by the inferior court of 
DeKalb county, without assigning a reason. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c. Witiiam J. Tarvin. 

Messrs. Grieve § Orme. 


IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. An act abolishing imprisonment 
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jorities in both branches, It consists of but two sections, and 
is to take effect on the 4th of July next. 

Phe first section enacts, that no person shall be arrested, held 
to bail, or imprisoned on mesne process, for any debts contract- 
ed after the 4th July, without oath by the plaintiff that the debt 
is justly due, exceeds fen dollars, and he believes the debtor is 
about to leave the jurisdiction of the court for the purpose of 
avoiding payment. 
The second section provides for the speedy release of debtors, 
by the poor man’s oath before the return day of the writ, in 
open court on trial, or by the judge or justice, after judgment; so 
that the person may be exempt from execution. The plaintiff 
has the privilege of one continuance to prove that the debtor 
has property which is notexempted by law, in which case tha 
person and property are both subject to process of execution, as 
before the passage of the new law. 


THE EARTHQUAFE IN Sourn America. One of the papers 
contains some further particulars of this terrible calamity. We 
make the following extract: 

Pasto, 22d Feb. 1834. Ihave to inform you that the town of 
Santiago, adjo:ning the parish of Sibundoi, situated to the east, 
and at the distance of 12 or 14 leagues, was built over a hidden 
volcano, which burst on the 20th ult. at7 o’clock in the morn- 
ing. The eared shook so violently, that that alone ruined the 
ancient Rio Po, *a, which may afford you some means of 
drawing acom,>. “on. A run of land about 3 leagues long and 
two broad, sunk with the forest which covered it; and its super- 
ficies presents NO‘sege aspect ofa savannah, covered with stones 
and sand. Altle genaghe trees which covered the spot were us 
old as the wor, re. . nota rootof them remained, nor 
even a leaf to j,,'*9"% “7% pia_e where they stood. 

During 24 hours W%ct the earth shook without ceasing for one 
instant, the town and environs were reuvered a heap of ruins; 
the cottages of the peasants were swallowed up by the earth 
which yawned at every point, and the churches of Santiago and 
Sibundoi were ruined, and also my house, under the ruins of 
which [ was buried, But as if by a miracle I escaped from my 
sepulchre,—for the same convulsion which swallowed up my 
house, threw it up afterwards upon the superficies of the earth, 
and [ then managed to get out, although J was dreadfully crip- 
pled. The waves which the earth formed, rolled in every 
sense of the word, similar to those of the sea, ind to as a great 
aheightas happens when the ocean is enraged by a tempest. 
Eighty persons were swallowed up by them, with all their live- 
stock; and the only ones that could escape were those of us 
who were able to run up a hill, which although it shook as well 
as the rest did not sink, neither did the waving of the earth af- 
fect it. PEDRO LEON Y LOPEZ, 


Santa Martha had also been visited by a severe earthquake, 
or series of earthquakes, on the 22d, 23d, 24th, and 25th Feb, 
which destroyed the principal edifices, and materially injured 
the whole city. 
The first and most severe shock lasted about 45 seconds, and 
was followed in about 5 minutes by another of nearly equal se- 
verity and duration. In the course of that and the next 4 days, 
no less than sixtry shocks were experienced; and at the last ac- 
counts they had not ceased. 
The earth opened in many places to the width of 6 inches; 
and warm sulphureous water was thrown forth. 
No lives were lost,—whieh is to be attributed to the fact that 
the first and most severe shock took place while the inhabitants 
were in theic houses; as the falling of the tiles, &c. would most 
probably have caused the death of great numbers, had they been 
in the street atthe time. Several persons, however, were se- 
verely injured. 
The city was completely deserted at the latest accounts, the 
citizens having removed into the country, with the exception of 
a few persons who were living in tents on the beach. 
—— 8 © Otero 
TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION. 
SENATE. 
June 20. Mr. Southard reported the following bills, which 
were severally read and ordered to a second reading: 
A bill to authorise the transfer of appropriations made for the 
naval service of the United States, from one object to another; 
A bill making certain changes in the titles of the officers of 
the navy; 

A bill to establish a naval academy; 

A bill to establish and regulate the navy ration; and 

A bill for the enlistment of boys for the navy. 

Mr. Southard also reported, a bill granting pensions to the 
wounded French seamen, and to the families of those who were 
killed on board the French ship Suffrien, by the United States 
frigate United States, in the harbor of Toulon; which bill was 
soon taken up, amended and passed, 

The chair presented a report from the secretary of the treasu- 
ry, giving certain information called for relative t6 the officere 
of the customs, 

Mr. Poindexter made a report, in part, on the subject of cer- 
tain frauds committed in the sale of public lands, accompanied 
by sundry documenta. 

“Mr. Poindexter said he now laid before the senate all the evi- 
dence the committee had been able ta collect during the present 
session. Immediately on the senate’s instituting the inquiry, 
the committee had caused commissions to issue for th 
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which did not reach them until two months after they were sent 
from here, althougl: they should have done so in twelve days. 
The clerk of the committee was willing to make affidavit that 
he, on the Ist of April last, directed and put into the post office 
here, five letters, to individuals in Mississippi, and here was an 
answer to one of them dated Clinton, June Ist, which the gen- 
tleman had only received the day before. 

On motion of Mr. Poindezter, the deposition of Mr. Edmund 
Rowe, detailing certain fraudulent proceedings, was read. 

Mr. Poindezter said that Mr. Rowe was a gentieman of re- 
epectability and integrity, and that his character was vouched 
for by the hon. James Barbour, and his brother, the hon. Philip 
P. Barbour, of Virginia. 

Mr. Forsyth said the deposition exhibited some extraordinary 
facts; he had no objection to the printing of the affidavit, and 
to its being placed in possession of the treasury department. 
tHe however, subsequently, said he had some doubts as to the 
propriety of printing the documents, inasmuch as they were of 
an exparte character; and should not, therefore, be published 
ho first giving the persons charged an opportunity of being 

eard. 

After a desultory debate, the report and documents were or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. Poindezter then offered the following resolution, which 
lies on the table until to-morrow: 

Resolved, Thatihe chairman of thecommi' on public lands 
be authorised, during the recess of congress;\J proceed in the 
investigation of the alleged frauds in the sales of the public 
lands, commenced during the present sessi a, by issuing com- 
missions, Lo take depositions in relation.l roay frauds, and the 
conduct of the officers appointed tow deen puid said sales by 
Jaw, directed to such persons in the severar*S ..! districts as he 
may select for the purpose. And, also, that he be authorised 
to extend said investigation into the eonduct of the commis- 
gioners or agents appointed by the president to locate the Indian 
reservations under the treaties with the Creeks, Choctaws and 
Chickasaws, and the frauds, if any, which may have been com- 
mitted in the purchase or sale of said reservciions, and the tes- 
timony so taken shali be reported to the next session of con- 

ress. 

. Mr. White made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
John Ross and others, on behalf of the Cherokee tribe of Indi- 
ans; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. Waggaman submitted a resolution inquiring into the ex- 
pediency of making an appropriation to complete the erection 
of towers, barracks and store houses in the vicinity of New 
Orleans, which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Wilkins the senate went into executive 
business, and when the doors were opened the senate ad- 
journed. 

June 21. On motion of Mr. White the general appropriation 
dill was taken up, in committee of the whole, and, after several 
other amendinents being proposed— 

Mr. Forsyth moved to amend the bill by striking out the ap- 
propriation for the documentary history of the United States, to 
be published by Peter Force and Matthew 8t. Clair Clarke, un- 
der a contract with the department of state, made in pursuance 
of the act of congress of March, 1833, and to insert in lieu there- 
ofan my of $15,000, to remunerate Messrs. Force and 
Clarke for all expenses hitherto incurred by them under said 
contract. 

This amendment was proposed on the ground that the law 
under which the contract was made was loosely framed; that 
the secretary of state, Mr. Livingston, had transcended the 
powers intended to be conferred on him; that the expense 
would amount to an enormous sum, say $400,000, and that con- 
gress, in passing the law, had exceeded its powers, and conse- 
quently the contract formed under the law was void ah initio. 

The amount of the appropriation was subsequently increased 
to $20,000, on motion of Mr. Mangum, and after a very animat- 
ed debate, the amendment was agreed to, by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bibb, Black, Brown, Calhoun, Forsyth, 
Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King, of Alabama, King, of 
Georgia, Linn, McKean, Mangum, Morris, Preston, Robinson, 
Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, White, Wilkins, Wright—23. 

NAYS—Messers. Bell, Benton, Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Ew- 
ing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, Leigh, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, 
Prentiss, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague, Tomlin- 
son, Tyler, Waggaman, Webster—22. 

The further consideration of the bill was then suspended by 
general consent; when— 

A message was received from the house of representatives 
stating that the house had passed a joint resolution providing 
for a joint committee to consider and report by what token of 
respect and affection it was proper for congress to manifest the 
deep sensibility of the nation in the event of the death of gene- 
ral Lafayette. 

Mr. Webster said, that he had 


a3 it happened, was almost in precisely the same words as that 
received from the house, 


and then moved that the senate con- 
— re resolution just received, and appoint a committee on 


prepared a resolution, which, 


he genate then agreed to appoint a committee of thirteen. 
which committee, on motion of Mr. Chambers, was appointed 
by the chair; whereupon the following gentlemen were appoint- 
ed to compose said committee: Messrs. Wehster, White, Cal- 


houn, cay Forsyth, Wilkins, Tyler, Poindexter, Benton, King, 








of Ala. mbers, Brown, Shepley 
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A message was received from the president of the Unite! 
States communicating the intelligence of the death of genera 
Lafuyette, and stating that he had tssned orders to the army and 
navy to have the appropriate honors paid to the memory of the 
deceased; which was referred. 

The senate again resumed the consideration of the general 
appropriation till, when, 

Mr. Poindezter submitted an amendment, providing that no 
money, to be paid out under this act, or any other act passed at 
the present session of congress, shall be paid in any bank note 
or notes not of par value at the place where they shall be paid. 

This amendment, (after a motion by Mr. Benton to amend it 
by striking out all after the word “congress” and inserting the 
words *‘unles in specie, if so required by the holder of the war- 
rant or the payee,’? which was lost), was negatived, ayes 17 
nays 25. ; 

The bill was then reported to the senate, and the several 
amendments adopted in committee of the whole were concur- 
red in, with the exception of the amendment relative to the ap- 
propriation for the publication of the documentary history of the 
revolution, by Clarke and Force: and, 

Or motion of Mr. Webster, the bill was postponed to, and 
made the order of the day for, Monday next. 

The bill to establish a port of entry at Natchez, Mississippi, 
was ordered to a third reading, and then the senate adjourned, 

June 23. Mr. Hill presented certain resolutions of the legis- 
lature of New Hampshire, sustaining the course of the execu- 
tive in his measures against the bank, &c. 

After a speech from Mr. Hill, and a reply by Mr. Beil, 

Mr. Webster said the paper could not properly be received, 
Itwas nota memorial; contained within it no request to be laid 
before congress, and that its presentation was wholly unauthor- 
ised. 

Mr. Benton contended that it should be received, inasmuch 
as it contained instructions te their representatives. 

Mr. Webster said he was willing to let them remain on the 
table for a day, to enable the gentleman from Missouri time to 
find a precedent. 

The resolutions were then laid on the table. 

Mr. Ewing presented a memorial from Portage county, Ohio, 
remonstrating against the measures of the executive. 

Mr. Sprague submitted the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the postmaster general be directed to commu- 
nicate to the senate all the papers in his department relative to 
the investigation of the conduct of James Curtiss, late postmas- 
ter at Eastport, Maine. 

Resolved, That a committee of five members be appointed to 
examine the condition and proceedings of the post office de- 
partment, with power to send for persons and papers, and to 
take the depositions of witnesses, either by personal examina- 
tion, or on commission, with permission to sit in the recess of 
congress, and to report at the next session. 

The following bills were read twice and committed: 

The bill to regulate the value of certain gold coins; 

The bill concerning the gold coins of the United States, and 
for other purposes; 

The bill authorising the selection of certain Wabash and Erie 
canal lands in the state of Ohio; as also 

The resolution giving the right of way through the United 
States property at Harper’s Ferry, to the Winchester and Poto- 
mae rail road company. 

At one o’clock the senate proceeded to consider the general 
appropriation bill. The question being on concurring in the 
amendment of the committee of the whole concerning the do- 
cumentary history of the revolution— 

Mr. Southard moved to strike out the amendment, and to sub- 
stitute one making an appropriation, without interfering with 
the contract, and instructing the secretary of state to institute 
an inguiry into the character of the contract, &c. during the re- 
cess, 

Mr. Southard’s amendment was adopted, ayes 25, noes 20. 

Among other amendments one was adopted by a vote of 20 
to 19, providing for the pay and mileage of E. R. Potter, while 
contesting the seat of United States senator from Rhode Island; 
after which, 


On motion of Mr. Webster, the bill was postponed until to- 
morrow. 
The senate then went into executive business, and after being 


engaged therein some time, the doors were opened, and then 
the senate adjourned. 


June 24. Mr. Morris presented the proceedings of a conven- 
tion of delegates from six counties of the state of Ohio, sustain- 
ing the course of the executive in relation to the bank of the 
United States; which was read, &c. : 

Mr. Tomlinson presented the memorials of about 1,600 citi- 
zens of Windham county, Connecticut, complaining of the pe- 
cuniary embarrassments occasioned by the removal of the pub- 
lie funds from the eustody of the bank of the United States, and 
the unwise and disastrous interference of the executive with 
ew and labor of the country; which was read, refer- 
req, &¢c. 

Mr. Hill moved that the senate take up the resolutions of the 
New Hampshire legislature, presented by him yesterday. 

A debate ensued, in which Messrs. Clay, Hill, Poindester, 
Ewing and Benton participated; and the senate finally refused 
to take up the resolutions by the following vote: 

VEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, Grundy, Hendricks, 
Hitl, Kane, King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Leigh, Linn, 











—VAYS—Messrs. Bibb, Calhoun, Chambers, Clay, Clayton, 
Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, Knight, Mangum, Moore, Nau- 
dain. Poindexter, Prentiss, Porter, Preston, Robinson, Silsbee, 
Smith, Southard, Sprague, Switt, Tomlinson, Tyler, Wagga- 
man, Webster—26. : ; La 

Tne resulutions submitted by Mr. Poindezter for continuing 
the investigations of the committee of public lands during the 
recess of congress, relative to the frauds alleged to have been 
committed in land sales, was considered and adopted. i 

Mr. Robbins presented the proceedings of a meeting of the ci- 
tizens of Kent county, Rhode Island, disapproving the measures 
of the executive relative to the finances and the bank of the 
United States; which were read, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Southard, it was ordered that the senate in 
future meet at 10 o’clock for the residue of the session. 

After the first and second readings and reference of a number 
of bills from the house of representatives, the senate proceeded 
to the consideration of executive business, and atter spending 
some time therein, adjourned. 

June 2. Tiechair communicated the report of the opera- 
tions of the mint for the last year. 

After several reports had been made and disposed of on pri- 
vate claims, 

Me. Naudain reported, without amendment, the bill amenda- 
tory of the act for the relicf of sundry owners of vessels sunk 
for the defence of Baltimore during the last war; which was 
read a third time and paased. 

The bill to establish additional land districts in the territory 
of Arkansas; was read a third time and passed. 

The bill to amend the act, entitled ‘‘an act for the better or- 
ganization of the courts of the United States in the state of 
Alabama,’’ was ordered to a third reading. 

The bill providing for the payment of property lost, captured 
or destroyed during the late war, was laid on the table. 

Mr. Webster made a report on the tokens of respect to be ob- 
served on the occasion of gen. Latayette’s death, which, as the 
senate would probably adopt the resolutions from the house, he 
would not ask for the reading of. 

The bill making appropriations for Indian annuities and for 
other purposes for the year 1834, was taken up, amended and 

assed. 

The joint resolutions from the house of representatives, ma- 
nifesting the deep sensibility of congress on the occasion of the 
decease of the late general Lafayette, was passed through the 
different stages by unanimous consent and adopted. 

[The following were Mr. Webster’s brief but fitting remarks 
on this occasion— 

“*{ shall not presume, Mr. President, to utter one word of en- 
comium on the extraordinary personage of whom these resolu- 
tions speak. The proceeding in which we are engaged is in- 
tended to manifest the sense of congress and of the people of 
the United States. It is a proceeding in which none are to 
lead, and none to follow; but in which all are to be equally ac- 
live, and equally prominent, as all are equally sincere and 
equally ardent, in expressing a nation’s gratitude to a nation’s 
benefactor. 

On an occasion so solemn, so affecting, I content myself with 
simply moving that the resolutions be put to vote; and I do this 
with entire confidence that they will be passed, not only with- 
out hesitation or dissent, but with earnest, emphatic—l may 
say, even, with enthusiastic unanimity.’’] 

Mr. Preston submitted a joint resolution rescinding the reso- 
Jution of the two houses fixing on the 30th day of June as the 
day of adjournment, and authorising the adjournment to be 
made on the day of July; which was read and ordered toa 
second reading. 


The amendments of the house to the Toulon pension bill were 
considered and agreed to. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Sprague, providing for the 
appointment of a committee to continue the investigations into 
the affairs of the post office department during the recess, was 
taken up for consideration, and having been modified by Mr. 
Sprague, so as to refer the investigation to the standing com- 
Thittee on the post roads, instead of to a select committee— 

Mr. Forsyth suggested that it would be the better course to 
reter the subject, by a special resolution, to the president of 
the United States, and to throw on him the responsibility of 


making the examination. He supposed the object was not to 
establish criminality. | 


Mr. Sprague said his object was to have a full examination, 
and as the next session of congress was a short one, previous 
Investigation was necessary. It was not his object to establish 
criminality, but that might be one of the results. He had no 
desire to put responsilility on the president, as he was suffi- 
ciently disposed to assume it. The business had been already 
in his hands, and if he was disposed to do his duty, no act of 
the senate, in authorising an investigation, could prevent him. 

Mr. Fi A denied that the information collected by the com- 
mittee, and at present only known to them, was yet before the 
President. He moved to postpone the consideration of the re- 
solution till Saturday. 

he motion to po-tpone was negatived, and the question on 
the resolution was then decided as follows: 

YEAS—-Messre. Benton, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, Chambers, 
Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuys Grundy, Hendricks, 
Kane, Kent, Knight, Lian, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, Poin- 
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dexter, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, 
Shepley, Sprague, Swift, Tyler, Tomlinson, Waggaman, Web- 
ster, White—33. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Forsyth, Hill, King, of Alabama, 


King, of Geo. Morris, Robinson, Tallmadge, Tipton, Wright 
—10. 


So the resolution was agreed to. 


At the request of Mr. Clayton, he was excused from serving 
on the committee. 


The following resolution, submitted yesterday by Mr. Silsbee, 
was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be directed to 
report to the senate, at the commencement of the next session 
of congress, the amount of revenue collected, and the amount 
of tonnage entered at each of the custom houses of the United 
States, the amount and rate of commissions charged by each of 
the collectors on the revenue collected by him, and the amount 
of fees received at each of the custom houses for each of the 
two last years. Also the number of officers, of every descrip- 
tion, employed at each of the custom houses, the amount of 
emoluments, of every kind, received by each of those officers, 
and the expenses incident to their respective offices, for each 
of the two last years, stating Whether such emoluments arise 
from commissions, salaries or fees, and how much from each 
of those sources, and stating also whether any, and if any, such 
of these offices or officers as muy be dispensed with, without 
injury to the public service. 

The bill amendatory of the tariff act of July 1832, was read a 
third time and passed. 

At 2 o’clock the senate took a recess of two hours, 

Evening session. 

The resolution reported by the committee on Indian affairs 
on the petition of John Ross and others, requesting the presi- 
dent to ascertain and inform the senate at the next session of 
congress, on what terms the claims of the state of Georgia and 
of her citizens can be extinguished to the Cherokee lands with- 
in her limits, was taken up— 

After some remarks from Mr. Forsyth m opposition, and of 
Messrs. White and Frelinghuysen in its support, the resolution 
was finally laid on the table by a vote of 22 to 17. 

On motion of Mr. Ewing, the post office report was laid on 
the table for the present. 

The general appropriation bill was considered, amended and 
passed, and sent back to the other house for concurrence in the 
amendments. 

June 26. The resolution presented yesterday by Mr. Preston, 
concerning the adjournment of congress, was taken up, and 
after the blank being filled with the 7th day of July, was, on 
motion of Mr. Clay, laid on the table by a vote of yeas 25, noes 
not counted. 

Mr. Southard was chosen a member of the post office com- 
mittee in the place of Mr. Clayton excused from serving. 

— bill concerning navy pensions was read a third time and 
passed. 

Mr. Silsbee submitted a resolution requiring a statement to be 
made at the next session, of the amount of hospital money re- 
ceived since 1798, which was read and adopted. 

A large number of public and private bills were passed—but 
as none of them are of much general importance, a notice of 
them in the list of acts, which may be expected in our next, 
will be sufficient. 

The bill authorising the relinquishment of the 16th section of 
ihe public lands, granted for the use of schools, and the location 
of other lands in lieu thereof, was taken up and rejected, ayes 
18, nays 19. 


The senate then took a recess until 4 o’clock. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, June 20. ‘The house, after considerable discussion, 
agreed to reconsider the harbor bill, as also the vote on an 
amendment moved by Mr. Mercer, authorising an appropria- 
tion of $29,000 for certain surveys, &c. 

The house then proceeded to take up the bill reguiating the 
wr of the money of the United States in certain loca) 
banks. 


Mr. Polk, who had reported the bill, addressed the house in 
its favor for more than an hour. 

Mr. Foster, of Georgia, followed in reply and contended that 
the bank charter, however unconstitutional, was a valid con- 
tract, binding the government of the United States, and on this 
ground as wellas to the details of Mr. Polk’s bill, he opposed 
its passage. 

Messrs. Wilde and Gordon followed in opposition to the bill, 
The latter intimated an intention to offer a substitute, provid- 
ing, in substance, that the collectors of the revenue shall be the 
agents of the treasury, and the keepers of the public revenue, 
which shall be paid in the current coin of the union. 

The bill for the relief of certain spies employed on the fron- 
tier of Arkansas, in 1830; and 

The bill creating additional land districts in the state of Tli- 
nois and territory ef Michigan, were severally read the third 
time and passed. 

Mr. Archer reported a joint resolution making provision for 
the families of those killed, and for those wounded on the ocea- 
sion of firing the salute at Toulon; which 

On motion of Mr. J. Q. 4dams, was recommitted to the’com- 


mittee on foreign affairs, with instructions to report a bill, 
I'he house adjourned. 
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Saturday, June 21. After the reading of the journal 

Mr. J. Q. Adams rose to state that, on coming to the house, 
he had been informed that since the last adjournmant of the 
house, intelligence had been received of the occurrence of a 
calamity which had befallen the whole race-of civilized man. 
He had not time to prepare a resolution fitting such an occasion, 
but he presumed it would be obvious to every person that it 
was au occurrence peculiarly becoming the congress of the 
United States to adopt some suitable measure to express the 
deep sense they eutertained of the misfortune involved in the 
decease of one of the most eminent benetactors of the age and 
of mankind. It occurred to hit that such aduty should be dis- 
charged in a manner suitable at ounce to the dignity of the repre- 
sentatives of the people aud states of this union, and to the me- 
rits of him to Whose memory this tribute should be paid. This 
he supposed would be, in the form of a joint resolution of the 
two houses of congress. He would now, therefore, submit a 
motion that a Committee should be appointed to consider in 
what manner a tribute of affection and respect may be shewn 
by the congress of the United States expressive of the sensi- 
bility of the nation, ou the event of the decease, and of their 
veneration for the memory of the illustrious general Lafayette. 

Mr. .ddams then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee of be appointed on the part 
of this house to join such committee as may be appointed by 
the senate, to consider and report by what token of respect and 
affection it may be proper for the congress of the United States 
to express the deep sensibility of the nation om the event of the 
decease of general Lafayette. 

After various suggestions, the committee was ordered to con- 
sist of twenty-four, and the following gentlemen to compose the 
said committee: 

From Massachusetts,......Joun Quincy Avams, chairman, 

From Maine,........scccceseceveceestufus McIntire. 

From New Hampshire,..............Jdenry Hubbard. 

From Rhode Island,..............+..7vistram Burges. 

From Connecticut,............+..+++.Noyes Barber. 

From Vermont,.........-..e+0+++++-tleman Allen. 

From New York,.......+.+.+++0+++-C. C. Cambreleng. 

From New Jersey,..........+++++++-James Purker. 

From Pennsylvania,........+..+..+.-Henry 4. Muhlenberg. 

Froin Delaware,...........se00+0++-Jdohn J. Milligan. 

From Maryland,............-...++«+Isaac McKim. 

From Virginia,........-ccseeeeeeeeee William S. Archer. 

From North Carolina,............... Levis Williams. 

From South Carolina,..........+++.+ Henry L. Pinckney. 

From Georgia,.........++++eeeeeee+- James M. Wayne. 

From Kentucky,.............++.++++Richard M. Johnson. 

From Tennessee,...........++-+++++d0hn Blair. 

From Ohio,..........cseee cece seeeee Elisha Whittlesey. 

From Louisiana,......:......+...... Philemon Thomas. 

PME BERD cdccccnccccccec este conn Cary. 

From Mississippi,...........+.......dlarry Cage. 

From Ulinois,........seeeeeeeeeeee. Joseph Duncan, 

From Alabama,............0.e0++---Jo0hn Murphey. 

From Missouri,........+e+0ese0++++ William H. Ashley. 

Mr. .4rcher reported a bill making provision for the families 
of those killed, and for the wounded survivors on the occasion 
of firing the salute at Toulon. 

Mr. Polk reported a bill providing appropriations for carrying 
into effect certain Ludian treaties—twice read and committed. 

Mr. E. Everett submitted a resolution which was agreed to, 
distributing the copies of the System of Penal Law for the 
United States, by Edward Livingston. 

Mr. Mercer submitted a resolution calling upon the secretary 
of war for estimates of the cost of works of internal improve- 
ment for which surveys have been made, &c. 

The bill concerning the gold coins of the United States was 
taken up, read the third time, amended and passed, ayes 145, 
nays 36. 

The bill regulating the value of certain foreign gold coins was 
read the third time, amended and passed. 

The house adjourned. 

Monday, June 23. Mr. Polk moved that the rule by which 
this day was set apart for the reception of petitions, &c. should 
be suspended, for the purpose of taking up the bill regulating 
deposites in state banks. 

This motion led to a desultory and lengthened discussion as 
to the businese which was entitled to precedence; it being 
finally negatived, the house proceeded to the orders of the day, 
being the presentation of memorials, &c. 

The resolutions from the legislature of Rhode Island present- 
ed by Mr. Burges, for the restoration of the deposites and re- 
charter of the bank, coming up as the unfinished business— 

Mr. Pearce replied to Mr. B. at considerable length, contend- 
ing that the resolutions presented by Mr. Burges did not truly 
express the voice of the people of the state, &e. 

Mr. Burges rejoined with great severity to the remarks of his 
colleague. 

The controversy was at length ended by a motion to lay the 
resolutions on the table, which motion prevailed. 

The house then took up the harbor bill. 

The question being on the amendment moved by Mr. Mercer, 
appropriating $29,000 for surveys, including $7,000 for arrears. 

Tuesday, June24. The speaker taid before the house a letter 
from the clerk stating that he had performed the required ser- 
viee of arranging and making 4 digest of the returns of state 
banks, and that the statement was now ready for the press, 














A Et 


_After several reports upon private claims had been made 
disposed of, 

Mr. Grayson reported a bill to provide for the establishment 
ofa navy yard in the city of Chatleston; which was twice read 
and commutted, 

Mr. Polk reported the bill from the senate concerning the dy 
ties on lead, which bill was committed. 4 

Engrossed bills of the following title, were severally re 
third time, passed and sent to the senate for concurrence, 

A bil to construct a road from the northern boundary of the 
territory of Florida, to the town of Appalachicola in said terri- 
tory. 

A bill to mark and open a road from Columbia to Litt. 
Rock, in the territory of Arkansas. . 

A bill for the survey of eertain rivers and roads, aud for the 
improvement of a harbor in the territory of Michigan, 

A bill amendatory of an act for the relief of sundry owners of 
vessels sunk for the defence of Baltimore. 

A bill to attach the territory of the United States west of the 
Mississippi river and norih of the state of Missouri, to the ter 
ritory of Michigan. 

The bill from the senate granting pensions to certain Frenc), 
seamen who were wounded, and to the families of those who 
were killed in the salute at ‘Toulon, was taken up, amended 
and finally passed. 

The bill regulating the deposites of the public moneys in the 
state banks, was taken up, read a third time, passed and sentto 
the senate for concurrence—yeas 112, nays 90. 

Mr. 4dams obtained leave to makea report from the select 
joint committee, on the subject of the death of Laraverte, 
and reported the following resolutions: 

Resolved, §c. That the two houses have received with the 
profoundest sensibility, intelligence of the death of general La- 
fayette, the friend of the United States, the friend of Washing- 
ton, and the friend of liberty. 

Sec. 2 And be it further resolved, That the sacrifices and 
efforts of this illustrious person, in the cause of our country, 
during her struggle for independence, and the affectionate in- 
terest which he has at all times manifested for the suceess of 
her political institutions, claim from the government and peo- 
ple of the United States, an expression of condolence for his 
loss, veneration for his virtues, and gratitude for his services. 

Sec. 3. .4nd be it further resolved, That the president of the 
United States be requested to address, together with a copy of 
the above resolutions, a letter to George Washington Lafayette, 
and the ether members of his family, assuring them of the con- 
dolence of this whole nation in their irreparable bereavement. 

Sec. 4. And be it further resolved, That the members of the 
two houses of congress will wear a badge of mourning for thir 
ty days, and that it be recommended to the people of the Unit 
ed States to wear a similar badge for the same period. 

See. 5. And be it further resolved, That the halls of both houses 
be dressed in mourning for the residue of the session. 

See. 6. And be it further resolved, That Joun Quincy Adams 
be requested to deliver an oration on the life and character of 
general Lafayette, betore the two houses of congress, at the 
next session. 

The resolutions were read twice and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, by an unanimous vote. 

The house then adjourned. 

Wednesday, June 25. On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, it was 
resolved, that during the remainder of the session, after to day, 
the house should assemble for the despatch of business, at 10, 
A. M. and take a recess from 2 till 4 o’clock. 

The speaker laid before the house the annual report of the 
mint. He also Jaid before the house a statement showing the 
proceeds arising from the sale of lands embraced in the Louisi- 
ana purchase, and the expenditure for roads, Indian title, set- 
tlement of claims, &c. within the said purchase. 


Mr. Mercer made a report on the expediency of aiding the 
state of Illinois in the construction of a steamboat canal from 
Michigan to the Lilinois river; which report was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. Clayton made a report, in part, on the subject of the sa- 
laries of public officers, and the pay and mileage of members of 
congress—read and laid on the table. 

He also made a report recommending the appointment of a 
committee to sit during the recess, to consider what retrench- 
ment could be made in the several departments of the govern- 
ment—read and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Thomas, of Maryland, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Friday next, be, and it is hereby set apart for 
the consideration of the report of the committee appointed to 
examine into the proceedings of the bank of the United States, 
and that this house will continue its consideration for each suc- 
ceeding day thereafter, until finally disposed of. 


Mr. Thomas said he was fully sensible it is now too late to 
act on the fifth resolution accompanying the majority report, 
for that reason, it was his purpose to submit, in lieu of that re- 
solution, one, by which the sergeant at arms should be requir- 
ed to notify the persons who have defied the authority of this 
house, to appear at its bar on a day to be named, early in the 
next session, to await its further order. 

After a desultory debate, the house agreed to consider the re- 
solution, by a vote of yeas 95, nays 65: whereupon 

Mr. Wilde moved an amendment that the resolutions reported 
by the bank committee should be taken up in committee of the 
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whole, on Friday, and continued from day to day until disposed 





Oto decision was had upon the resolution or amendment up 
to the hour Of proceeding to the orders of the day, and the 
pouse accordingly took them up. 

The house, iu committee of the whole, then proceeded to 
consider the Indian bills, and severally took up the bill to pro- 
vide for the organization of the department of Indian affairs; 
and the Will to regulate trade and intercourse with the ludian 
tribes, ahd to preserve peace On the frontiers, and after being 
amended were laid aside. 

The house then proceeded to consider the bill providing for 
the establishment of the western territory, and for the security 
and protection of emigrant and other tribes therein. 

Mr. J. Q. Adams doubted the constitutional powers of con- 
gress in the premises. 

Me. H. Everett affirmed their existence. 

The committee then rose and reported the bills and amend- 
ments to the house; when the amendment, to the bill organizing 
a department of Indian affairs, was concurred in, and the bill 
ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian 
tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers, was taken up, 
amended and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to establish a western territory being taken up, 

Mr. Vinton expressed a wish to postpone it until next ses- 
sion, it being an important bill, highly objectionable in its de- 
tails, and there not being time to Consider it property. 

Mr. H. Everett replied to him. He said the provisions of the 
bill had been submitted to the Indians themselves, who were 
anxious for its passage. 

The house then took a recess until half past 4 o’clock. 

Evening session. 

The house again took up the biil to establish the Western 
(Indian) territory; when 

Mr. H. Evevett, the chairman of the committee, who had re- 
ported the bill, went into a full exposition of it, explaining each 
section, seriatim. 

Mr. J. Q. Adams explained at large his objections to the bill, 
following Mr. Evereté in his analysis. 

An animated debate ensued, in which Messers. Gilmer and 
Wayne supported the bill, and Messrs. archer and Fillmore op- 
posed it. The debate was finally arrested by a motion of Mr. 
Williams to lay the bill on the table, which prevailed. 

The bill to carry into full effect the fourth article of the trea- 
ty of the eighth of January, 1821, with the Creek nation of In- 
dians, 80 far as relates to the claims of Georgia prior to 1802, 
was considered and ordered to a third reading. 

The amendment of the senate to the Indian annuities bill 
was concurred in, and then the house adjourned. 

Thursday, June 26. After various unsuccessful attempts to 
suspend the rules to take up particular bills— 

The house,in committee of the whole, took up the bill to 
earry into effect certain Indian treaties, which being debated, 
was laid aside. 

The general appropriation bill with the amendments of the 
senate, was then taken up, and all the amendments agreed to, 
except one, relative to the compensation of Florida judges, 
which was disagreed to. 

Mr. Polk moved an amendment to an amendment of the se- 
nate, the object of which was to appropriate $35,000 in addition 
to former appropriation bills, for the contingent fund of the 
house of representatives; which was agreed to. 

The committee then rose and reported the bills to the house; 
when the amendments to the bill to carry into effect certain [n- 
dian treaties, were concurred in, the bill engrossed, read a third 
tune, passed and sent to the senate for concurrence. 

The amendments agreed to in committee on the general ap- 
propriation bill, as also the disagreement to the senate’s amend. 
went, for the pay of the Florida judges, were concurred in by 
the house. 

Mr. Whittlesey moved that the bill be postponed until to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Polk declined, and a debate ensued, and before any final 
action was taken on the motion, the house took a recess until 
half past 4 o’clock. 

Bt 
THE JAMESTOWN JUBILEE. 
Norfolk, 25th May. 

_Agreeably to previons announcement, the celebration of the 
27th anniversary of the landing of the gallant captain Smith, 
With the first colonists of Virginia, at Jamestown, took place 
ou the spot consecrated by that event, yesterday the 24th inst. 
under the direction of the following gentlemen of Williams- 
burgh: hon. Burwell Bassett, hon. Richard Coke, Doct. A. D. 
Galt, Dr. T. G. Peachy, professor T. R. Dew, and col. Robert 
McCandlish. ‘There were, it is estimated, between 1,500 and 
2,000 persons present, (and among them a goodly proportion of 
the fair daughters of Virginia), congregated from distant parts 
of the state, as well as from the contiguous counties, to enjoy 
the scene with all its interesting associations, and to contem- 
plate with pious delight, the birth place of their venerated and 

cloved commonwealth. Our ancient borough contributed a 
respectable quota of visitors, besides its handsome new rifle 
company, to do honor to the occasion: about 100 it is believed, 
Went up in the new steamboat Old Dominion, and 20 or 30 in 
tne Patrick Henry. Among the distinguished visitors who at- 
tended at the special invitation of the committee, were the hon. 





John Tyler, hon. Geo. Poindexter, hon. John Tipton, of the U. 
5. senate, and gen. Taylor, of Kentucky. The proceedings of 
the day were chastened by the appropriate solemnity of prayer, 
by the rev. S. K. Kollock, pastor of the Presbyterian church, at 
Norfolk, and enlivened by the thrilling touches of impassioned 
eloquence in an oration by Mr. Moreau Bowers, of Williams- 
burg, a graduate of William and Mary college. The heart 
overflowing with the virtuous and patriotic sympathies inspir- 
ed by the occasion, felt no regret at the absence of all display of 
pomp and pageantry. The scene was one altogether for the 
contemplation of the philosophic mind. 

In the evening the committee escorted their invited guests to 
Williamsburg, where they terminated the festivities of the day 
with a splendid supper. 

{ Williamsburg is about seven miles distant from Jamestown. ] 

YEAS AND NAYS 
In the house of representatives, on the 12th June, on the question 
upon the molion that R. P. Letcher is entitled to a seat in that 
house as a representalive from Kentucky. 

YEAS—Messrs. J. Q. Adams, Heman Allen, John J. Allen, 
Chilton Allan, Archer, Ashley, Banks, Barber, Barnitz, Bar- 
ringer, Baylies, Beaty, James M. Bell, Binney, Briggs, Bull, 
Burd, Burges, Cage, Campbell, Chambers, Chilton, Choate, 
William Clark, Clayton, Clowney, Corwin, Coulter, Crane, 
Crockett, Darlington, W. R. Davis, Davenport, Deberry, De- 
ming, Denny, Dickson, Duncan, Evans, Edward Everett, H. 
Everett, Ewing, Felder, Filluiore, Foster, Philo C. Fuller, Ful- 
ton, Gambie, Garland, Gholson, Gilmer, Gordon, Gorham, Gra- 
ham, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, 
James Harper, Hazeltine, Heath, Heister, Jabez W. Hunting- 
ton, Jackson, William Cost Johnson, King, Kinnard, Laporte, 
Lay, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Martindale, Marshall, McCarty, 
McComas, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Moore, Patton, Pinek- 
ney, Potts, Ramsay, Reed, Reucher, Selden, Win. B. Shepard, 
Augustus H. Shepperd,Wim. Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Steele, 
Stewart, Wm. P. ‘Taylor, Philemon Thomas, Tompkins, Tur- 
ner, ‘l'weedy, Vance, Vinton, Watmough, Wayne, E. D. White, 
Elisha Whittlesey, F. Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams, Wilson, 
Young—112. 

NAYS—Messrs. Johu Adams, Wm. Allen, Anthony, Beale, 
Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, Blair, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Boul- 
din, Brown, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carmichael, 
Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chinn, 8. Clark, Clay, Coffee, Connor, 
Cramer, Day, Dickerson, Dickinson, Dunlap, Forrester, Fow- 
ler, Win. K. Fuller, Galbraith, Gillet, Joseph Hall, Halsey, 
Hamer, Hlannegan, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, 
Hawkins, Hawes, Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, Abel Hunting- 
ton, Inge, Jarvis, R. M. Johnson, N. Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
Seaborn Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, Lane, Lansing, 
Luke Lea, Thos. Lee, Leavitt, Loyall, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah 
Mann, Joel K. Maun, Mardis, Moses Mason, Metntire, MeKay, 
McKim, McKinley, McLene, MeVean, Miller, Henry Mitchell, 
Robert Mitchell, Muhlenterg, Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, 
Parker, Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, Peyton, F. Pierce, Pierson, 
Plummer, Polk, Pope, Schenck, Schley, Shinn, Charies Slade, 
Smith, Speight, Standifer, Stoddert, Sutherland, Wm. ‘Taylor, 
Franeis Thomas, Thomson, Turril, Vanderpoel, Van Houten, 
Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, Whalon, C. P. White, 
Wise—114. 


= 1 OP Bier 
YEAS AND NAYS 
On the motion to lay on the table on Friday the 13th inst. the re- 
solution from the senate declaring the reasons of the secretary 
of the treasury, in removing the deposites, unsatisfactory and 
insufficient. 

Y EAS—Messrs. John Adams, Wm. Allen, Anthony, Bean, 
Beardsley, Beaumont, Blair, Bockee, Bodie, Boon, Bouldin, 
Brown, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carmichael, Carr, 
Casey, Chaney, Chinn, 5. Clark, Clay, Cofiee, Connor, Cramer, 
Day, Dickerson, Dickinson, Dunlap, Forrester, Fowler, W. K. 
Fuller, Gillet, Gilmer, Jos. Hall, Halsey, Hamer, Jos. M. Har- 
per, Harrison, Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, Henderson, How- 
ell, Hubbard, Abel Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, Richard M. John- 
son, N. Johnson, C. Johnson, 8. Jones, B. Jones, Kavanagh, 
Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, 
Leavitt, Loyall, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah Mann, Joel K. Mann, 
Mardis, Moses Mason, MeIntire, McKay, McKim, McKinley, 
McLene, McVean, Miller, Henry Mitchell, Robert Mitchell, 
Muhlenberg, Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Patton, 
Patterson, D. J. Pearce, F. Pieree, Peirson, Plammer, Polk, 
Pope, Schenck, Schley, Shinn, Charles Slade, Smith, Speight, 
Standifer, Stoddert, Sutherland, William Taylor, F. Thomas, 
‘Thomson, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, 
Wardwell, Wayne, Webster, Whalon, C. P. White—i14. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman Allen, John J. 
Allen, C. Allan, Archer, Ashley, Banks, Barber, Barnitz, Bar- 
ringer, Baylies, Beaty, James M. Bell, Binney, Briggs, Bull, 
Burd, Burges, Cage, Campbell, Chambers, Chilton, Choate, 
William Clark, Clayton, Clowney, Corwin, Coulter, Crockett, 
Darlington, Warren R. Davis, Peberry, Deming, Deuny, Dick- 
son, Duncan, Evans, Edward Everett, Horace Everett, Ewing, 
Felder, Fillmore, Foster, P. C. Fuller, Fulton, Gamble, Garland, 
Gholson, Gordon, Gorham, Grabam, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, 
H. Hall, Hard, Hardin, James Harper, Hazeltine, Heath, Hies- 
ter, Jabez W. Huntington, Jackson, W.C. Johnson, Lay, Lew- 
is, Lincoln, Love, Martindale, Marshall, McCarty, McComas, 
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McKennan, Mercer, Millegan, Moore, Pinckney, Potts, Ram- 
say, Reed, Rencher, Selden, Aug. H. Shepperd, Wm. Slade, 
Sioane, Spangler, Steele, Stewart, P. ‘Thomas, Tompkins, Tur- 
neryT weedy, Vance, Vinton, E. D. White, F. Whittlesey, E. 
Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson, Wise, Young—101. 

Absent on taking the question on the motion to lay the re- 
solution on the table—Messrs. Bates, of Mass.; Foot and Ells- 
worth, of Conn.; Lawrence, of New York; Watmough, King 
and Galbraith, of Pa.; Mason, Claiborne, Lucas, Stevenson, 
Davenport, Beal and ‘l'aylor, of Va.: Hali and W. B. Shepherd, 
of N. Carolina; Wilde and Sehley, of Georgia; Manning,* (vice 
Blair, deceased) and McDuflie, of South Carolina; Amos Davis, 
of Ky.; Peyton, of Tenn.; Crane, of Olio; Hannegan, of [ndia- 
na, 24, Mr. Bell, of Tenn. the speaker, who did not vote, 1—25 
—making with those who voted, 240, the whole number, one 
seat not having been filled in the Kentucky delegation. 

Messrs. Foot, of Connecticut, Lawrence, of New York, and 
Stevenson, of Virginia, had resigned their seats, the first elected 
cr of his state, the second mayor of New York. Messrs. 

ates, Davis, of Ky. Watmough, Ciaiborne, and, perhaps, others 
were confined to their rooms from indisposition. 

The vote on the second resolution, directing a restoration of 
the deposites to the bank of the United States, was also laid on 
the table—ayes 118, noes 98. 

Messrs. Coulter, of Pa. Felder, of 8S. C. and Gholson, of Va. 
who voted in the negative on the Ist resolution now voted in 
the affirmative—Mr. King, of Pa. and Mr. Crane, of Ohio, who 
did not vote on the lst resolution, voted in the negative on the 
Qd. Messrs. Deming, of Vt. and Wilson, of Va. who voted on 
the lat resolution were absent on the second; and Mr. Peyton, 
of Tenn. who was absent on the first vote, voted in the affirma- 
tive on the second. 

BD Otter 
CLAIMS AGAINST FRANCE, 
IN THE SENATE, JUNE 7, 

The chair communicated a report from the commissioners 
under the act to carry into effect the late treaty with France, 
made in compliance with the resolution of the 22d ult. showing 
a list of all the claims which have been presented to them, to- 
gether with the amount of principal and interest claimed by the 
memorialists in each case, and the aggregate amount, arranged 
into classea those which have been recognised as falling within 
the treaty, those which have been suspended, and those which 
have been rejected. 

GENERAL RECAPITULATION. 
Amount of list marked A, comprehending ‘‘claims recognised 
as within the treaty’”?— 
Principal, 17,065,917 36 
Interest, 24,574,920 99 
41,640,838 35 





Amount of list marked B, compre- 
hending “‘claims rejected” by the 
board— 

Principal, 618,258 72 
Interest, 1,001,579 12 


Amount of list marked C, compre- 
hending ‘‘claims”’ suspended — 
Principal, 3,272,325 94 
Interest, 5,301,168 02 





1,619,837 84 





8,573,493 96 





Total amount of claims presented, 
principal and interest, $51,834,170 15 

The report having been read— 

Me. Sprague said this was a document of much importance 
at the present time, especially in connection with the recent 
refusal of the French chamber of deputies to make the ap- 
propriation for carrying into effect the late treaty. That re- 
fusal, as he verily believed, had been occasioned by the publica- 
tion of the correspondence of our late minister to France, Mr. 
Rives, with our secretary of state. Read his letter of July 8, 
1831, transmitted with the treaty. You will find there very 
strong representations of great advantages attained by that trea- 
ty. I should not be disposed to censure a minister for present- 
ing the offspring of bis labor in the best garb. But here is an 
exaggeration which transcends all bounds. Me boasts that he 
had obtained from France a sum of money “amply sufficient to 
satisfy all the just claims of our citizens of every description 
comprehended within the scope of the negotiation.”’ He specifies 
and depreciates particular clauses, by saying that Mr. Gallatin 
had expressed an opinion that there could be no expectation 
that indemnity will ever be obtained. He proceeds to under- 
value all these claims, declaring that Crawford, and Gallatin, 
and Brown, his predecessors, in letters never published, but 
entrusted to him, had in former years “‘regarded this whole sub- 
ject as almost entirely hopeless;’’ that the difficulties had since 
increased; that they had been “prosecuted in vain for the last 
twenty yeare, and a large portion if not the whole, of which has 
been considered as desperate.”” And then repeats that he had 
obtained ‘‘a eum sufficient, in all probability, to pay every cent 
justly due, and nearly treble the amount pronounced to be due 
by the commission charged with their examination here.” In 
the amount justly due is included principal and interest. This 
is apparent, and will be redered still more clear by referring to 
hie letter of 29th of June, 1831. Having thus obtained from the 





*Who has not yet taken his seat. 








French a sum sufficient to pay every cent justly due 
and interest, of every description of claim, he proceeds to boast 
that he induced the French government to release claims against 
us, by our paying about thirty per cent. only—less than one. 
third of the amount. He says that the treaty “extinguished 
claims of French subjects against the United States, to the 
amount of near five million of frances, by a stipulation to pay a 
million and a half.’ 

I will show the senate directly that the sentiments made jn 
this letter are grossly erroneous; that it ought never to have 
been written, but, if written, most assuredly it should have re- 
mained in the secret recesses of the state department. What 
are we to think of an administration which unnecessarily gives 
publicity to such a communication; which, for no end or Object 
of public interest, but onty for self-glorification, publishes it to 
the world, makes it known to the French minister here, and to 
his government at home? Can it be doubted that that publica. 
tion caused the refusal of the French chamber to make the ap- 
propriation? Their debates show that it was known to the 
members. It was objected, that we had obtained too much; 
that one-half of the amount stipulated would fully indemnity 
our citizens; that the treaty ought not to be carried into effect 
because it was unequal, and we had obtained undue advan. 
tages. Has not the difficulty which has occurred been occa. 
sioned by the wanton and unfounded boasting of our own exe. 
cutive? I say unfounded; and the document just read abun 
dantly proves it. Whatis the sum stipulated by the treaty, 
Five millions. Whatis the amount of the claims which have 
been presented to the board of commissioners appointed to ad- 
judicate upon them under the treaty? Fifty-one millions eight 
hundred and thirty-four thousand dollars. Of this sum, the 
board, pursuant to rules established and promulgated before 
any difficulty was anticipated, have actually admitted memo. 
rials as prima facia good, to the amount of forty-one millions 
six hundred and forty thousand dollars; of which, seventeen 
millions and sixty-five thousand dollars is principal, and twenty- 
four millions five hundred and seventy-four thousand doljars, 
interest. And the board have rejected memorials to the amount 
of one million six hundred and nineteen thousand dollars; of 
which, six hundred and eighteen thousand dollars is principal, 
and one million and one thousand dollars interest. And there 
have been suspended, for future consideration, and future ad- 
judication, memorials to the amount of eight millions five 
hundred and seventy-three thousand dollars, of which, three 
millions two hundred and seventy two thousand dollars is prin- 
cipal, and five millions three bundred and one thousand dollars 
is interest. 

If these suspended cases shall be allowed, it will make the 
amount claimed by memorials, admitted and accepted, to ex- 
ceed fifty millions; that is, ten times the amount of the in- 
demnity. If we make the most liberal deductions, and cut 
down the amount one-half, still it will be five times the amount 
provided by the treaty, and our merchants will receive but 
twenty per cent.—one fifth part of their just due. So much 
for our own claims. And now, sir, as to those of the French. 

Mr. Rives, by the publication of his letters to the administra- 
tion, makes it matter of boast, that we are released from claims 
nominally amounting to near five millions of franes, by the pay- 
ment of one million and a half. But Mr. Rives himself admits 
that he has no knowledge whatever of any of the claims, except 
that of the heirs of the baron Beaumarchais. He has no other 
than the mere statement of the French minister to him. Would 
any public minister pay a single dollar upon claims of which he 
knew nothing, upon which he had no instructions or informa- 
tion whatever? Then as to the Beaumarchais claim, it is an 
old acquaintance in the halls of congress, and has there been 
repeatedly decided, after investigation, to be utterly unfounded! 
It arose from a transaction during our revolution; and Mr. Rives, 
in stating its amount, calculates interest from that time. He 
states the claim to be more than three millions and a half of 
francs, of which one million only is principal, and more than 
two and a half millions are interest. ‘The sum which he stipu- 
lated to pay wasa million and a half of francs, equal to the 
whole principal, and fifty per cent. more, of this antiquated, and 
often rejected, Beaumarchais claim, while our own merchants 
will not receive one-half, if they do one-third, or one-fourth, of 
the principal of their just claims, without interest. Sir, let the 
administration cease to boast of this trumpeted diplomatic 
achievement. Let them acknowledge the plain truth, that, for 
the sake of a final adjustment, they have sacrificed the just and 
righteous claims of our merchants to an immense amount, to at 
least tens of millions, while they have paid France liberally for 
doubtful pretensions. Let them state the truth—that the trealy 
is far more advantageous to France than to the United States— 
and there will be no difficulty in their carrying it into immediate 
effect. They wili then be tenacious of the treaty, and the re 
lief it affords them from our strong and irresistible claims. 
this treaty is not executed, our merchants will be remitted to 
their origina! rights, and, I trust, will not, unless upon some 
conjuncture of circumstances, more extraordinary than has yet 
arisen, ever again be so sacrificed, aud cut down to so small 4 
fraction of their honest, well-founded claims. 

This treaty does not do justice to the United States and ils 
citizens. The obtaining it is no maiter of congratulation oF 
self-satisfaction. It may be best to accept and acquiesce in tt, 
as a matter of expediency, rather than attempt to coerce justice 
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by a resort toa war of commercial regulations, or, what is woree, 
a warofarms. Butit should be known and understood that 
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this ground of expediency, to prevent hostility, to i 
is omeve amicable and friendly relations, that we could acqui- 
esce in such enormous pecuniary sacrifices of our just and irre- 
sistible claims. The French government should be disabused 
of the error into which they have been led; they should be given 
to understand, that, instead of our having made a hard and over- 
reaching bargain, we have made even extravagant concessions, 
and accepted of less than one-fourth part of our well founded, 
clear and indisputable demands. Instead of reproaching us for 
our supposed unfairness, she should be enabled to appreciate 
our extraordinary concessions and sacrifices. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 
=~ $B OB Gee — 

MESSRS. POLK AND ADAMS AND LYTLE. 
Extract from the debate in the house of representatives, on Mr. 
Adams? motion calling for information concerning the deposite 
banks. : 
Mr. Polk said he had stated, that though the bank, through its 

organs and advocates, at the early periods of the present session 
of congress, when we were appealed to, to join in damning and 
putting down the chief executive magistrate, had lavished un- 
mneasured praises upon us, had conceded to us the power which 
this house afterwards exercised, and had professed a willing- 
ness to yield obedience to our decision upon the great question 
which has occupied so much of our time, that yet when this 
house had condemned the bank, and sustained the president, 
we had shared in its denunciation. This he happened to have 
itin his power very briefly toshew. A paper had this moment 
been handed to him, by a gentleman near him, which he had 
read some days ago. That paper, (the National Gazctte), con- 
tained an article purporting to be editorial, but which bore on 
its face evidence that it was the semi-official, indeed it might 
be regarded as the official, expose, issuing from the bank itself— 
because it contained an extract of what purported to be a pri- 
vate letter, addressed by a private citizen, to the bank, and 
which could have been procured from no other source but the 
bank itself. From that expose he begged to read a paragraph 
or two, to show its general tone, and particularly what was 
said of this house. He would only further state, that it appears 
in the paper of the 3d of June, and after the report of the com- 
mittee of investigation was made to this house. Mr. P. here 
read from this expose as follows, viz: 
“The house,it cannot be dissembled, has lost much of the 
confidence of the country, and has lost it by inattention to its 
own character. They have been much too servile—have permitted 
themselves to be the dupes of political jugglers. Itis a fact, per- 
fectly notorious, that a very large portion of the house, outside 
of the bar, acknowledged the improper conduct of the exe- 
cutive—yet step forward a few feet, and vote to support the 
very measures they disapprove. The house ought to be ashamed 
of such conduct; there are really many honest and well meaning 
men in that body, and they onght to revolt at the humiliation to 
which the kitchen cabinet subjects them. The present feeling 
of the country toward the house is one of surprise and pity. 
Surprise that a popular body should seem so indifferent to po- 
pular rights; and pity that it should suffer the control of these 
political jugglers. If hereafter, that body should be despised, it 
will only be because it hath made itself despicable. If it be treated 
with contempt, it will be because it is contemptible.”’ 
Again he said, this bank expose, (for he held himself justified 

in supposing that it had the sanction of the bank, for garbled 
extracts of the private correspondence of the bank, formed a 
part of it), held the following language, which he read, viz: 
“The great contest now waging in this country is between its 
free institutions and the violence of a vulgar despotism. The 
governmentis turned into a baneful faction, and the spirit of 
liberty contends against it throughout the country. On the one 
hand, is this miserable cabal, with all the patronage of the exe- 
cutive; on the other, the yet unbroken mind and heart of the 
country, with the senate and the bank; the house of representa- 
tives, hitherto the instinctive champion of freedom, shaken by 
the intrigues of the kitchen, hesitates for a time, but cannot fail 
before long, to break its own fetters first, and then those of the 
country. In that quarrel, we predict, they who administer the 
bank will shrink from no proper share which the country may 
assign to them; personally they must be as indifferent as any of 
their fellow citizens to the recharter of the bank. But they will 
not suffer themselves, nor the institution intrusted to them, to be 
the instrument of private wrong and public outrage—nor will they 
omit any effort to rescue the institutions of the country from being 


evidence that it must have come from the bank. 
it, as he had already stated, an extract of a letter addressed to 
the bank by a private citizen, and which could not find its way 
into this, the bank’s known organ in Philadelphia, (the Nation- 
al Gazette), without the knowledge or connivance of the bank, 
or, indeed, without having been furnished by the bank. This 
is a private letter addressed to the bank by a private individual 
on his private affairs, and we thus, notwithstanding the bank’s 
objection to disclose to a committee of the house, when called 


— ~9 
ntrinsic evidence of its authorship, for it contains a letter whic 


could not have been procured but from the bank. Yes, sir, th® 
bank, which was so scrupulous in regard to private correspon™ 
dence, has not hesitated to avail itself of a private Jetter, with 
a view to assail members of this house. 


Mr. Adams begged to know what proof he had of this? 
Mr. Polk. The proof is on the face of it; it bears interna} 
He found in 


upon for that purpose, the correspondence called for touching 
its ‘*fair business transactions,’’ nevertheless does not hesitate 
to blazon forth, under such circumstances, a garbled extract, of 
what should, by its professions, be held sacred, for the base 
purpose, he must conclude, of blasting the character, or affeet- 
ing the reputation of a member of the committee. He would 
now read on, to show the character of this immaculate instite- 
ion. 

[Mr. P. here read some other extracts. ] 

After he concluded—- 

Mr. J. Q. Adams rose to remark, that, as the member frorii 


Tennessee bad spoken of a letter to the bank in the article, he 
would therefore be so good as to read it. 


Mr. Polk declined, saying, “the gentleman can have it, and 


read it for himself, if he desires to do so.”? 


Mr. J. Q. 4dams. ‘The honorable member stated that his au- 


thority for making this charge was proved by a fact in the paper 
he read. 


This fact was in a letter to the bank. 
read its contents. 

Mr. Polk could not feel that he was called upon by any rule 
of courtesy or propriety to read, for the amusement or edifica- 
tion of the gentleman, any thing which did not pertain to his 
argument. The gentleman can read the letter himself, if he 
pleases. I choose to proceed with my remarks, in proper tem- 
per, [ hope, having read enough of this bank bulletin. Right or 
wrong, sir, continued Mr. Polk, whatever the bank does, the 
board of directors assert the Jegal right to do what has been 
done. As an answer to my objection to the eourse of the bank, 
it is said that the board of directors approve it. 

Mr. J. Q. Adams. Oh! pray read on. 

Mr. Polk said, he would proceed with his remarks. He had 
read thus much to shew the arrogance of its tone, and that all 
who did not fall down and worship this aristocracy of money, 
fell under its anathemas and denunciations. 


Iask him to 


The following are the paragraphs from the article referred to 
by Mr. Polk, which Mr. Adams was so desirous that he should 
read—well knowing that, if read, they would place Mr. Lytle in 
a rather uncomfortable condition, as Mr. Polk also well knew: 
for as Mr. L. could not deny the verity of the extract from his 
brother’s letter, he would be placed in the painful condition of 
having it believed that*‘a Lytle,’’ as a member yey eet Aa 
avenge the injuries supposed to have been inflicted on another 
** Lytle,’ as a private man. 

From the National Gazette. 
Speaking of the committee appointed to investigate the affaira 
of the bank, the Gazette of June 3, says— 
“This Mr. Lytle, besides, has at this moment a claim fora 
large sum of money now before the board of directors of the 
bank. The claim bas been twice rejected. It was hately brought 
for the third time—accompanied by a persuasive threat that if 
it were not granted, the bank should be afflicted with the ven- 
geance of the applicant. 
In his letter ta the bank renewing the claim, the brother of 
and joint claimant with this Mr. Lytle foreshadows the wrath 
of this committee in the following remarkably insinuating man- 
ner: 
‘You will find that a Lytle, and the son too, of the man wha 
has been so cruelly treated, will represent this district in the next 
congress, and that an influence in this city can be successfully 
exerted, not only in this state but also in Indiana, at the next 
election. You will find that a promise made to you in 1823 will 
be religiously and pertinaciously adhered to, so long as a father’s 














trodden under foot by a faction of interlopers.”’ 


In the same paper, the inquiries made by the committee of 
investigation are denounced as a ‘‘mass of arrogance,’’ because 
they had called for certain correspondence with the bank, which 
the bank refused to furnish. The bank, he said, in this paper, 
which was evidently prepared under its own direction, defied 
and insulted the house of representatives. 
up in Opposition to the government, assuming to construe the 
powers ofthe executive, and to dispute what authority he should 
— should not exercise, it now abuses and denounces this 

ouse, 

Mr. J. Q. Adams here interrupted Mr. Polk, and called on the 
member from Tennessee to state the evidence upon which he 
made these charges. 

Mr. Polk held it in his hand. 


After setting itself 


It is, as he had already stated, 
what purports to be editorial, but comes to the public under the 
Sanction of the bank; if it was not written, as he believed it 





injuries are unredressed. 1 do not say this as a threat. I mere- 
ly renew a promise, unless justice is done, and all we ask is 
justice. 

‘1 am well satisfied that it will contribute to our interest to 
have the bank rechartered with suitable modifications. But if 
justice is not meted out to us, | pledge Ty word as a citizen, and 
my honor as a man, that those who have the management of the 
bank will regret it, and should we meet again in after years, you 
will admit that my word has been redeemed.’ ”’ 

On which the “Globe” said— 

‘The peculiar wrath of the bank president is made to fall on 
the eloquent and talented Mr. Lytle. In reference to this gen- 
tleman, the sacredness of private correspondence is utterly for- 
gotten, and the very men who refused to exhibit their corres- 
pondence confidentially to a committee of the house, for the 
purpose of protecting the honor of that house, do not hesitate 
to publish in the newspapers an extract of a letter from Mr. 





was, by the direction of the bank itself. 


The paper furnishes 


Lytle’s brother, as a ineans of assailing the honor of one of its 
members!!’’ 
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And the “Gazette”? rejoins— 

“<The Globe denounces it as insufferable inconsistency and 
audacity in the bank to allow an extract of a letter from Mr, 
Lytle’s brother to be published after it had refused to exhibit 
‘all its correspondence to the committee. ‘To this we may re- 
ply that the bank refused what the committee had no right to 
ask, and what wa3 meant to be mischievuusly used, and grant- 
ed to us what it bad arightto grant, a paper, not confidential 
nor even private, written by a claimaut, and placed on the 
common files of the institution, and yielded us fora purpose 
just and salutary. Mr. Lytle provoked and warranted the pub- 
lication of the extract by the part which he took in the errand 
of the committee, and both his previous and subsequent decla- 
mations in the house and elsewhere.”’ 


9B OD Otero 


REJECTION OF MR. STEVENSON AS MINISTER TO 
GREAT BRITAIN. 
From the Nutional Intelligencer of June 26. 

During the present arduous session of congress, the senate 
has had many highly responsible duties to perform. It has stood 
alone, the sole barrier to the alarming progress and pretensions 
of executive power. If it has drawn down upon itself execu- 
tive vengeance, it has ample consolation in the confidence and 
affections of the people, which its faithful and fearless dis- 
charge of its important duties has conciliated. No part of those 
duties is probably more offensive to the executive, nor more 
painful to the senate, than that in which it occasionally finds it- 
self obliged to withhold its advice and consent to nominations 
made by the president. ‘Che intent and design of the constitution 
clearly were, whilst it left him free to exercise bis uncontrolled 
judgment.in official nominations, to deave the senate equally 
free and independent in deciding whether its advice and con- 
sent, in any particular case, ought to be given or withheld. 
The present chief magistrate has thought proper to proscribe all 
that large and respectable portion of his fellow citizens who 
believed it their duty not to concur in his elevation, and to con- 
fine his appointments to the circle of his supporters. The se- 
nate might have refused to lend itself to the enforcement of 
such an intolerant and exclusive rule; but it has net. It has 
never rejected any nomination upon the mere ground of party 
predeliction. [It has only expected that, in selecting individuals 
for public trust. and employment, from among his own sup- 
porters, the president would present to its consideration such 
names as it could conscientiously approve. 


Public speculation has been active in respect to the nomina- 
tion of the late speaker of the house of representatives; and his 
rejection, which has taken place, was not unexpected. The 
injunction of secrecy is now removed, to a certain extent; and 
enough is disclosed to convince the publie that, if there had 
been a contrary decision, just ground of complaint and surprise 
wouid have existed. ‘I'he senate felt a reluctance to refuse its 
concurrence to the nomination for the British mission, which 
has been so long vacant. Of all foreign powers, there is not 
one with which our relations of commerce, of navigation, and 
of territory, are so intimate as Great Britain. Such is their va- 
riety, extent and importance, that there is not a year, nor a 
day of any year, when there is not pending at the court of St. 
James some transaction demanding the presence of a minister 
of the first grade. [tis more than two years since the interests 
of the United States were represented in England by such a 
minister. Why this delay? If,as the president bas asserted, 
negotiations were broken off in consequence of the return of 
Mr. Van Buren, seut out without the previous consent and 
advice of the senate, why have they been allowed so long to 
slumber? Why have the affairs of the United States, for more 
than two years past, been confided to the inexperienced hands 
ofa young man who, a short time ago, was, (no disparagement 
to his personal merit), a subordinate clerk in the department of 
state? It is scarcely credible that a vow of sending no sueces- 
sor to Mr. Van Buren, imputed to the president at the period of 
his rejection, bas been observed by him until he bas been com- 
pelled to break it by Great Britain insisting that the two coun 
tries should be reciprocally represented by diplomatie agents of 
equal grade. It will be seen, in the sequel, that the mysterious 
veil is partially removed by the disclosure that, for upwards of 
fifteen months past, the mission to England has been kept in 
abeyance, for the benefit of Mr. Speaker Stevenson. 


Itis well known that some senators, who compose the ma- 
jority of the senate, without laying down any inflexible rule of 
exclusion, as to the appointment of members of congress to dis- 
tinguished stations, in ordinary times, believe that the present 
chief magistrate has pushed lis patronage to an extreme liinit 
in the halls of congress. In the short space of about five years, 
offices have been bestowed upon those who were members of 
congress at the respective periods of their appointment, or 
within one year preceding, to the extraordinary number of thir- 
teen senators, and twenty-five members of the house of re- 
presentatives.* This number exceeds that which was ever ap 

“APPOINTMENTS BY GEN. JACKSON. 

Senatorns—William Findlay, Martin Van Buren, John H. 
Faton, Jobn Branch, John MePherson Berrien. Louis MeLane, 
John Chandler, Thomas H. Williams, David J. Baker, Edward 
Livingston, Levi Woodbury, Mahlon Dickerson, Powhatan El- 
lis—13. 

Rerresenratives—Join W. Campt ll, Francis Bavlies, Ro- 
bert S. Garnett, George W. Crump, E. FP. ‘Tattnall, John Pind- 











pointed under any prior administration of eight: years. Nay 

more; it is believed to be about equal tothe n r ever ap- 
pointed by all the presidents together who Bima. 1 general 
Jackson. The offices which he has thus conferred on mem. 
bers of congress embrace every description of trust from a sv. 
cretary of state down to a collector of the costoms, a deputy 
postmaster, and a clerk at Washington. And this profuse exe, 

cise of his patronage has been, after a deliberate condemnati:, 
of the practice made by bim when out of power, to the legis), 
ture of his own state, on the 7th of October, 1825, on the me iyo. 
rable occasion of resigning his seat as a senator of the U. Stites 

when he explicitly declared that, if “important appeointinent: 
continue to devolve on the representatives in congress, it pe 
quires no depth of thought to be convinced. that corruption wil) 
become the order of the day; and that, under the garh of eon. 
ecientious sacrifices to establish precedents for the public good 

evils of serious importance to the freedom and prosperity of the 
republic may arise. It is through this channel thet the people 
may expect to be attacked in their constitutional sovereignty 

and where tranny may be apprehended to spring up in some 
favorable emergency.’? Without meaning to impute to the pre- 
sident any settled design to overthrow or jeopard the liberties 
of bis country, it must be admitted that those pre dictions are of 
easiest fulfilment which are made by persons possessing means 
to accomplish them. Itis true that the observations of general 
Jackson, just quoted, were made to enforce the necessity of a 
prohibitory amendment of the constitution. But. if the prae- 
tice of appointing members of congress were fraught with such 
danger, in his judgment, as to require a solemn interdiction to 
be engrafted on the constitution, surely he could, im the admi- 
nistration of the duties of president, conform to a rule so essen- 
tial to the preservation of the purity of our institutions, without 
waiting for the tardy and uncertain proeess of amendment. 
Washington entertained the belief that no man ought to serve 
in the office of president beyond two terms; and, by voluntarily 

conforming to that rule, he has practically remedied a defect in 
the constitution, and given an illustrious example of moderation 
and forbearance, from which no one of his successors has hither- 
to ventured to depart. 

But without availing itself of these general eonsiderations, the 
senate found, in the particular circumstances of the case of the 
ex-speaker irresistible reasons for the rejection of his nomina- 
tion. It was confidently believed, in the eirecles here and else 
where, for more than twelve months past, that he was desig 
nated for the British mission. No one doubted it, Ht is even 
known that bis reliance upon obtaining the appointment was 
sO. Very strong, that he stated, during the last session of con- 
gress, that he would never again bea candidate for the speaker’s 
chair. What must the astonishment of the publie be when it 
learns that Mr. Stevenson, since March, 1833, has had in his 
possession an Official assurance from the secretary of state, 
written confidentially, on the 15th of that month, with the ex- 
press authority of the president, that he was to be appointed to 
the British mission, and requesting him to hold himself in rea- 
diness to proceed on it, in the conrse of the ensuing sammer! 
The delay in filling the mission now stands in part explained. 
Whether he had any previous verbal assuranees is not known. 
This official assurance he held, when, in April 1833, he was a 
candidate to represent in the house of representatives the dis- 
trict embracing the metropolis of Virginia; when, in December 
of last year, he was a candidate, contiary to his prior declara- 
tion, for the speaker’s chair; and, when the bill passed the 
house of representatives making an appropriation (whilst he 
was in the chair) of an outfit for himself of $9,000, with an an- 
nnal salary of 89,00) more. Tf the ‘act.of his holding such a 
document had not been suppressed, wonld the people of his 
district have elected him to represent them? If it had been 
known to the house that he possessed a title to the British mis- 
sion, equivalent to a commission, would he have been elected 
speaker? The fact was confidentially coneeaied from all but 
the president of the United States, the late speaker himself, the 
department of state, and such as received the secret froin 
thein. 

To explain this suspicious transaction, the message of the 
president, accompanying Mr. Livingston’s letter, states that the 
contingency of Great Britain consenting te open a negotiation 
in London, which was expected, did not arise, but that it was, 
on the contrary, commenced at Washington. Nosueh contin- 
gency is contained in Mr. Livingston’s official letter. The ap- 
pointment is offered unconditionally, and, as in such cases is 
customary, Mr. Stevenson is notified when he is expected to de- 
part; that is, as soon as advices shall be received from England, 
and in the course of the ensuing summer. But what were the 
negotiations? Were they those broken off by Mr. Van Buren’s 
return? Are they now expected to be open in London? Is 
there any motive, now existing, for sending a minister to Eng- 
land, which did not exist during the last summer? To do away 
the effect of the letter of Mr Livingston, a letter from Mr. Rit- 
chie, editor of the Richmond Enquirer, and a letter from Mr. 
W. B. Lewis, auditor, &c. containing extracts from two letters 
to him, addressed by Mr. Ritchie, were, at the instance of Mr. 








lav, Samuel D. Ingham, George W. Owen, Thomas P. Moore, 
William C. Rives, Selah R. Hobbie, Jeromus Johnson, John G.- 
Stower, John Randolph, Philip P. Barbour, James W. Ripley, 
John Biddle, Thomas {rwin, James Buchanan, Charles G. De 
Witt, Hector Craig, Nicholas D. Coleman, Joseph Hammons, 
Wiiey Thompson, Audrew Stevenson, John Anderson—2o. 
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resented to the senate. It is a matter of regret 
Stevenson, Pp <a : , 
that the whvule of Mr. Ritchie’s two letters, instead of extracts, 
were not produced, and that the letter from Mr. Lewis to Mr. 
Ritebie was also withheld. The production of the entire cor- 
respondence would further elucidate this mysterious affair; and 
jt is tw be hoped that the parties will yet exhibit it to the public. 
Mr. Stevenson does not appear to have returned any auswer to 
Mr. Livingston’s communication. In lieu of such an answer, 
with his approbation, Mr. Ritchie addressed a letter to Mr. 
Lewis, to be laid before the president, in which, alter lauding the 
yesident p the skies, he suggests the constitutional scruples 
which prevail in Virginia, with respect to sending ministers 
abroad, without the previous concurrence of the senate; and 
expresses a wish that it may pot be done. What special consi- 
derations were urged by Mr. Ritchie, for the postponement of 
Mr. Stevenson’s case, at all events, until the assembling of the 
senate, do not appear, and will not appear, without the exhibi 
tion of the whole of his Jetter. Mr. Ritchie’s interference to ar- 
restan unconstitutional practice of the president, was not en- 
tirely successful. Mr. Livingston was sent to France, in spite 
of it, in the recess of the senate. But, then, the maim part of 
Mr. Ritchie’s negotiation, the postponement of Mr. Stevenson’s 
appointment, did succeed.— W hatever was the degree of urgen- 
cy tor the departure of an American minister to the English 
court, it was nade to yield lo the private wishes of Mr. Steven- 
son, conveyed through the imposing organ of an editor ot a 
leading newspaper. 

There is no color for the pretence that the promise, commu- 
nicated by Mr. Livingston, was not, at the commencement of 
the present session Of congress, a subsisting and binding en- 
gagement. Itwas Kept alive and continued through the agency 
of Mr. ‘Thomas Ritehie and Mr. W. B. Lewis. ‘lhe president 
could have nominated no other gentleman than Mr. Stevenson, 
atter the letter of Mr. Livingston, without violating his own as- 
surance. And the tact of his nominating Mr. Stevenson is con- 
clusive proof of the sense which he himself entertained of his 
obligation. If Mr. Stevenson really wished to reeall the presi- 
dent to a constitutional practice, in conformity with the doc- 
trines of Virginia, why did he not promptly decline the proffer- 
ed appointment upon that ground? If he did not desire the ap- 
poiatment lo be Kept back for his subsequent acceptance, why 
did he employ the influential agency of Mr. Thomas Ritchie? 
We know that the president did not share his constitutional 
scruples; Why, therefore, did he desire the unexampled delay, 
in sending a minister to England, to be further prolonged? 

And what were the motives which induced the president not 
ouly to postpone the nomination until the commencement of 
cougress, but until after nearly six months had passed away of, 
perhaps, the most eventful session which has ever been held 
under the present constitution? Until all the committees were 
appointed who were charged with an investigation of the mea- 
sures of the executive, and a majority was actually secured, in 
the house, to approve that particular measure whiich presents 
the alternative of a subversion of the constitution, or a subver- 
sion of the Jackson party? It is difficult to search into the mo- 
tivesof men. But there is no hazard in asserting that the pre- 
sident was not indifferent to the success of that leading mea- 
sure of the removal of the public deposites, the responsibility of 
which he himself assumed, as he has proclaimed to the nation. 
Nor that Mr. Speaker Stevenson, whilst administering the du- 
ties of the chair, could not be unmindful of the very great obli- 
gation under which the president bad placed him. 

Whether the speaker yielded to the influence of the tempta 
tion, and fulfilled expectations which were probably entertain- 
ed by the president, it is hardly worth while to inquire. The 
acquisition of a splendid mission was within his grasp, in the 
contingency of his promoting the president’s views, as the cer- 
tain loss of it was the inevitable consequence of his placing 
himself in an attitude of opposing them. It is perfectly nototi- 
ous that, by his adherence to particular executive measures, he 
has separated himself from the people of his district, and the 
legislature of his state. It is also well known that, in the cast 
of certain important committees, and in the discharge of the or- 
dinary duties of presid'ng officer of the house, he has excited 
mich dissatisfaction; so much, that, although it is upwards of 
three weeks since he resigned the chair, the house has not 
adopted the customary vote of thanks. 

An example of a more direct, daring, and dangerous influence 
Ought to bear, in a critical period, by the president, upon the 
Presiding officer of the house of representatives, cannot well be 
imagined. And if the senate had confirmed the appointment 
of Mr. Stevenson, all farther resistance to the appointment of 
members of congress, under any circumstances, would be vain 
and useless, 
of gn whale proceedings of the senate, so far as the injunction 
wile ecy has been removed, are now submitted to the public, 

ich will draw its own conclusions. 

on © Oem 

EXECUTIVE PROCEEDINGS IN SENATE. 
of executive proceedings of the senate onthe nomination 

Thue andrew Stevenson as minister to Great Britain. 
ceived § ay, May 22, 1834. The following message was re- 
son, bi rom the president of the United States, by Mr. Donel- 

» MIS B8ecretary: 


br 


I nomi Washington, May 20, 1834. 
1 anal inate to the senate Andrew Stevenson, of Virginia, to 
Britain Y extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to Great 

ite ANDREW JACKSON, 





$11 


— 








The message was read. 

Ordered, ‘I'hat it be referred to the committee on foreign fe- 
ations. 

Thursday, June 12,1834. Mr. Wilkins, from the committee 
on foreign relations, to whom was referred the nomination of 
Andrew Stevenson contained in the message of the 22d May, 
reported. 

Mr. Clay submitted the following motion, which was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, Vhat the president be requested to communicate to 
the senate a copy of the first official communication which was 
made to Andrew Steven-con, of the intention of the president to 
nominate him as minister plenipotentiary and envoy extraordi- 
nary to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Lreland, and 
his answer thereto: 


Friday, June 13, 1834. The following message was received 
from the president of the United States, by Mr. Donelson, his 
secretary: 


Washington, June 13, 1834. 
To the senate: 

I have this day received a resolution of the senate of the 12th 
instant, requesting me to communicate to the senate a copy of 
the first official communication which was made to Andrew 
Stevenson, of the intention of the president to nominate him 
as a minister plenipotentiary and envoy extraordinary to the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and his answer 
thereto. 


As a compliance with this resolution might be deemed an ad- 
mission Of the right of the senate to eall upon the president for 
confidential correspondence of this description, | consider it 
proper on this occasion to remark, that I do not acknowledge 
such aright. But, to avoid misrepresentation, | herewith trans- 
mita copy of the paper in question, which was the only com- 
munication made to Mr. Stevenson on the subject. 

This communication merely intimated the intention of the 
president, in a particular contingency, to offer to Mr. Stevenson 
the place of minister to the court of St. James; and as the nege- 
tiations to which it refers were commenced early in April, 1833, 
in this city, instead of London, and have been since conducted 
here, no further communication was made to him. IL have no 
knowledge that an answer was received from Mr. Stevenson— 
none is to be found in the department of state, and none has 
been received by me. ANDREW JACKSON, 

The message was read. 

The senate proceeded to consider the nomination of Andrew 
Stevenson, contained in the message of the 22d May; and 

After debate, on motion by Mr. Forsyth, 

The senate adjourned. 

[On the hth, 20th and 23d of June the senate resumed the 
consideration of the nomination of Mr. Stevenson, and laid it 
ou the table. J 

Tuesday, June 24, 1834. The senate resumed the considera- 
tion of the nomination of Andrew Stevenson; and 

On the question “will the senate advise and consent to the 
appointment of Andrew Stevenson?”? 

It was determined in the negative—yeas 

On motion by Mr. Mangum— 

The yeas and nays being desired by one fifth of the senators 
present: 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are— 

Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, 
Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King, of Alabama, King, of 
Georgia, Linn, Morris, Robinson, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
Tyler, Waggaman, White, Wilkins, Wright. 

Those who voted in the negative, are— 

Messrs Bibb, Calhoun, Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, 
Kent, Knight, Leigh, Mangum, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague, 
Swift, Tomlinson, Webster.* 

So it was 

Resolved, That the senate do not advise and consent to the 
appointinent of Andrew Stevenson, as envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary to Great Britain. 

Mr. Clay submitted a motion to remove the injunction of se- 
crecy from the proceedings of the senate, on the nomination of 
Andrew Stevenson; and to authorise copies to be made of the 
same, and of certain papers communicated to the senate. 

The senate procecded to consider the motion. 

On motion, by Mr. Forsyth, to amend the same, by striking 
out the words “the letter of Thomas Ritchie to Andew Steven- 
son, the letter of Wm. B. Lewis, with the extracts from Tho- 
inas Ritchie’s letters therein inclosed.”? 

It was determined in the negative—yeas 16, nays 23. 

On motion by Mr. Forsyth— 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the senators 
present: 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are— 

Messrs. Brown, Forsyth, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, 
King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Linn, Morris, Robinson, 
Shepley, Tallmadge, Webster, White, Wright. 

Those who voted in the negative, are— 

~The reader will perceive that there were, on the vote in the 
senate on Mr. Stevenson’s nomination, but three absentees, viz: 
Mr. Moore, of Alabama, Mr. Rell, of New Hampshire, and Mr, 
McKean, of Pennsylvania. The two latter had left the city tor 
home, having, as the phrase is, paired off. [ Nat. Iné, 
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Messrs. Bibb, Calhoun, Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, 
Frelinghuysen, Kent, Knight, Leigh, Mangum, Naudain, Poin- 
dexter, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, 
Sprague, Switt, Tomlinson, Waggaman. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

On motion, by Mr. Forsyth, to amend the motion, by insert- 
ing after the word “Stevenson,” the words ‘‘and the debates.’ 

t was determined in the negative—yeas 10, nays 29. 

On motion, by Mr. Forsyth— 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the senators 
present: 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are— 

Messrs. Brown, Forsyth, Hill, Kane, Linn, Morris, Robinson, 
Shepley, Tallmadge, Wright. 

Those who voted in the negative, are— ; 

Messrs. Bibb, Calhoun, Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, 
Frelinghuysen, Grundy, Hendricks, Kent, King, of Alabama, 
King, of Georgia, Knigit, Leigh, Mangum, Naudain, Poindex- 
ter, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, 
Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Waggaman, Webster, White. 

A turther amendment having been proposed and adopted, the 
motion was agreed to as follows: 

Ordered, That the injunction of secrecy be removed from the 
Message of the president of the 13th of June, instant; the letter 
of Mr. Livingston, thereby communicated, the letter of Thomas 
Ritchie to Andrew Stevenson, and the letter of William B. 
Lewis, with the extracts of Thomas Ritchie’s letters therein in- 
closed; which several papers were introduced by one of the se- 
nators from Virginia, at the request of Mr. Stevenson; and from 
the proceedings of the senate in relation to the nomination of 
Andrew Stevenson; and that the secretary be authorised to 
give copies of the same and extracts from the journal. 

Mr. Livingston to Mr. Stevenson. 
[Communicated to the senate in the president’s message of 
13th June, 1834.] 
Department of state, Washington, 15th March, 1833. 
ANDREW STEVENSON, esq. 

Sir: [| am directed by the president to inform you, confiden- 
tially, that as soon as advices shall be received that the British 
, heme consent to open negotiations with this, which are 

aily expected, itis his intention to offer you the place of mi- 
nister plenipotentiary to the court of St. James; and he requests 
that, should ‘this appointment be agreeable to you, you wouid 
hold yourself in readiness to embark in the course of the sum- 
mer. 

I congratulate you, sir, on this mark of the president’s confi- 
dence, and am, with great respect, your most obedient servant. 

EDW. LIVINGSTON. 
* Sunday. 

My pear str: I have just received yours, and am sorry to 
have it confirmed that you have been so sick; but I trust that 
your relief from the labors of the chair, more tranquillity, and 
the nursing of your excellent wife will soon restore you. As 
for myself, my accident has been more serious than my friends 
ata distance have expected. It was but three or four days 
since I could turn myseif on my bed, or sit up; and now I am 
lolling in an easy chair, with sore limbs and a weak head, and 
I am utterly unable to attend to any business. Ihave not writ- 
ten a line tor a newspaper, except my hasty card, nor a letter 


to a friend, save a line to Harrison, to assure my daughter of 


my convalescence. You must, therefore, excuse me for writ 
ing you at this time so brief, and, [ fear, so illegible a scrawl. 

I well recollect the circumstances to which you refer. When 
you showed me the note of Mr. Livingston we had a great deal 
of conversation upon the subject. Neither of us regarded the 
notice in the light of an appointment. In fact, it presented it- 
self as a mere contingency, and we considerea it as extremely 
doubtful whether or when you would be appoiuted, or, if at all; 
for if the British declined a negotiation, it seemed to be the pre- 
sident’s intention to make no nomination at all, not even dur- 
ing the ensuing session of congress. But this idea struck me, 
that he might appoint you, in case the contingency happened 
during the recess, and net send you, but Mr. Livingston to 
France. I suggested that these appointments ought not, and 
could not be made according to the spirit of the constitution, 
during the recess of the senate. You promptly and cordially 
concurred in this view of the subject, and I then determined to 
write to a friend in Washington. for the purpose of laying this 
view before the president bimselt. You approved of my doing 
so; and, in fact, we agreed perfectly in the course that ought to 
be taken. We determined to take no notice of Mr. L’s letter, 
to act yourself as if no such letter had been written; that it 
would be best not to offer to accept the appointment if made in 
the summer, and to wait the action of the senate, &c. &c. 

The answer I received from Washington quieted my fears al- 
most entirely. 


I certainly did think that the senate ought to have been con- 
sulted, both about the mission to London and Paris, unless 
some of those very extraordinary emergencies might oceur, 
which baffled all calculation, and could not have been fore- 
seen during the prior session of congress. 

I trust, my dear sir, that the anxieties of your friends in Vir- 
ginia will be removed in a few days by your confirmation. In- 
deed, I can scarce permit myself to entertain a doubt about the 
result. 








*Postmarked June 15, (1834.)—Editors Nat. Int. 








Let me press upon you, in the meantime, what my frie 
prescribe to myself, to keep quiet, avoid all excitem 
take care of yourself. I will write soon. Yours, sinc 


nds 
ent, and 
erely, 

T. RITCHIE, 
Andrew Stevenson, esq. late speaker of the H. of R, 


Wm. B. Lewis to Andrew Stevenson. 


Washington, June 21, 1834, 

Dear sir: Your letter of yesterday has been received and I 
will answer it with pleasure. : 

In March, 1833, [ received from Mr. Ritchie two letters in 
which, among other subjects, he expressed his views on the 
question of appointing foreign ministers during the recess of the 
senate. They were written, as it appears, with your know. 
ledge, and in consequence, no doubt, of the letter of Mr. Living- 
ston, to you, communicating the fact that, upon the happening 
of a certain contingency, it was the intention of the president 
to offer you an appointment abroad. Of this letter (Mr. Living- 
ston’s) | was informed, but never saw it. As the letters of Mr, 
Ritchie embrace other subjects, 1 do not feel authorised to fur. 
nish the originals, but I cheerfully send the enclosed extracts 
which relate to the mission to England. You are at liberty to 
use these extracts in any manner you may deem proper, [y, 
my reply to those letters in the spring of 1833, (having presery. 
ed no copy), I have a distinct recollection that I assured Mr, 
Ritchie that [ had no doubt all idea of making the appointment 
as intimated in Mr. Livingston’s letter, bad been abandoned, in 
consequence of the arrival of the British minister, and the pro- 
bability of the negotiation spoken of by Mr. Livingston jin his 
letter to you, being opened and carried on in Washington. | 
have no doubt it is my letter alone to which Mr. Ritchie alludes 
as quieting his fears, in his recent letter to you, which, by your 
permission, I saw and read. 1am, dear sir, truly yours 


W. B. LEWIS. 
To 4. Stevenson, esq. 


Extracts from Mr. Ritchie’s letters, accompanying W. B. L's let. 
ter to Mr. Stevenson. 

Iam about to address you on a subject which has caused 
much speculation among our friends, and great uneasiness in 
my own bosom. I speak to you as a friend, and without the 
slightest reserve. The papers have recently spoken of a batch 
of appointments, which the president is about to make, embrac- 
ing the two higiiest missions to European courts, and the two 
highest seats in his cabinet. I have conversed freely with oar 
friend Stevenson upon them, and | have this day communicat- 


ed to him my intention to write to you, and to bay before you 
my own views of the matter. 


We have the utmost confidence in the virtue of general Jack- 
son. We have no idea that he would arrogate to himself new 
powers, at the expense of the other departments of the govern- 
ment. His generous ambition has been fully satisfied! He has 
nothing more to ask of his country than her verdict of approba- 
tion when he lays down the high and difficult office with which 
he is intrusted! We all know it, and every candid individua} 
admits it! We believe that the course he may pursue will be 
with a single eye to the public interests. But white we dismiss 
all apprehensions that he will designedly abuse his authority, 
we wish, at the same time, that he should do no act which may 
be plead, hereafter, by an unworthy successor, in justification 
of his acts! In this last term of his administration, we wish to 
see no precedent set, which may be perverted in future times: 
we desire it on our Own account, as well as that of our coun- 
try! We wish to see his administration set im gbory; and we 
wish to see our country benefited, in all time to come, by his 
pure example! But this cannot be, if any error should be com- 
mitted against principle, even from the best of motives; if any 
authority shonld be assumed which does not fairly belong to 
him, or even if any doubtful power should be exercised upon 
any delicate branch of the constitution. His high popularity 
would only make it more current. ; 

One of the highest powers which attaches to the executive, 
is that of appointment; over its exercise is accordingly thrown, 
and wisely thrown, the check of concurrence by the senate. | 

Now, sir, doubts do exist whether the vacancy in the mis- 
sions to London and Paris did not originally occur during the 
recess of the senate. Secondly, whether the vacancy does not 
still exist; and thirdly, whether it ought now to be filled with- 
out a consultation with the senate. 

It is, then, respectfully asked whether it would not be best 
to call the senate together and lay the nominations before them: 
Where is the objection? Ist. The expense of $50,000? Whe 
cares for that sum compared with the preservation of a great 
constitutional principle? The inconvenience to the members: 
They ought to be the last to complain, when the desire Is (0 
preserve their rights beyond the reach of suspicion. 3d. The 
senate is not full; a member is wanting in Pennsylvania, one '0 
Tennessee. and, [ believe, a third in Mississippi. But cannot 
the executive of those states make a temporary appointment — 

I understand, from unquestionable authority, that —— 1" 
said a majority of the senate were prepared to negative 20) 
nomination which was not made in the strictest regard to the 
senate’s rights. 

To one who has thought so much on this subject as you have 
done, it is unnecessary for me to develop all the details of 1m’ 
opinions. Do inform me of as much as you may be at liberty 
to communicate, and put my mind at ease about it, &c. 





